DAVIDSON COLLEGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
Christmas Eve † December 24, 2016 † 4:00 p.m.
PRELUDE

Great God of love and light, we thank you for the light of that special star that guided humble
shepherds and learned wise men to the holy babe. Lead us now, by the light of your love, that we
may follow you to new life in him. We pray in the name of the Christ child. AMEN.

WORDS OF WELCOME
*HYMN 133

‘Twas the Night Before Christmas
O Come, All Ye Faithful

ADESTE FIDELES

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
For a child has been born to us, a son given to us;
Authority rests on his shoulders; and he is named
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
This is the day for which we have been waiting. As we light the candles of hope, peace, joy, and love
we remember the gifts of God which we hold in our hearts and which no one can take away.
These gifts are from God and they are for sharing.
As we light the Christ candle we remember Jesus. This candle is at the center of our wreath, just as
Jesus is at the center of our lives. And the light of Christ shines for all to see.
Jesus is the light of the world. Glory to God in the highest.
HYMN 137

He Came Down

HE CAME DOWN

HYMN 88
O Come, O Come Emmanuel
VENI EMMANUEL
O come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel, that mourns in lonely exile here until the
Son of God appear. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer our spirits by thine advent here; disperse the gloomy
clouds of night, and death’s dark shadows put to flight. Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to
thee, O Israel.
HYMN 145
What Child Is This
GREENSLEEVES
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary’s lap is sleeping? Whom angels greet with anthems
sweet while shepherds watch are keeping? This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard
and angels sing; haste, haste to bring him laud, the babe, the son of Mary!
HYMN 113
Angels We Have Heard on High
GLORIA
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains, and the mountains in reply echoing
their joyous trains. Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!

Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong? What the gladsome tidings be
which inspire your heavenly song? Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the angels sing; come, adore on bended knee Christ,
the Lord, the newborn King. Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo!
HYMN 114
Away in a Manger
CRADLE SONG
Away in a manger, no crib for his bed, the little Lord Jesus, laid down his sweet head. The stars in
the bright sky looked down where he lay, the little Lord Jesus a sleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing; the poor baby wakes, but little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes. I love thee,
Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, and stay by my side until morning is night.
HYMN 122
Silent Night, Holy Night!
STILLE NACHT
Silent night, holy night! All is calm, all is bright ‘round yon virgin mother and child! Holy Infant, so
tender and mild, sleep in heavenly peace, sleep in heavenly peace.
PRAYER
Holy God, we praise you – we thank you – we worship you. On this holy night you gave us your
Son – the Lord of the universe, wrapped in bands of cloth, the Savior of all, lying in a manger.
Thank you, O God, for Jesus.
We thank you for Christmas, for laughter and singing, for family and friends, for lights and
presents and good food. Especially we thank you for the Christmas message of peace and good will
for all.
Thank you, O God, for Jesus.
In the cry of a baby, you have given hope to all who cry. We ask your blessing upon those for whom
peace and good will seem far off. We pray for those who are hungry and homeless, sick and sad,
lonely and frightened. We pray for those who live in the midst of war and oppression.
Thank you, O God, for Jesus.

Silent night, holy night! Wondrous star, lend thy light; with the angels let us sing Alleluia to our
King: Christ the Savior is born; Christ the Savior is born.
HYMN 136
Go, Tell It on the Mountain
GO TELL IT
Go, tell it on the mountain, over the hills and everywhere; go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus
Christ is born! Down in a lowly manger the humble Christ was born, and God sent us salvation that
blessed Christmas morn.
THE OFFERING
Offertory
Prayer of Dedication
*PASSING OF THE PEACE
*RINGING IN THE GOOD NEWS

Silent Night
Go Tell It On the Mountain

Craig Curry
Craig Curry

*HYMN No. 134

Joy to the World!
Joy to the world! The Lord is come: Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare him room,
And heaven and nature sing, and heaven and nature sing,
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing.

ANTIOCH

Davidson College
Presbyterian Church

He rules the world with truth and grace,
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness
And wonders of his love, and wonders of his love,
And wonders, wonders of his love.

*BLESSING
POSTLUDE

Toccata-Noel

Christopher Tambling

WORSHIP NOTES
Worship Leaders: Robert Alexander, Jenny Alexander, David Brinson, John Ryan
‘Twas the Night Before Christmas Cast:
Family
Isaiah
Gabriel
Mary
Joseph
Angels
Shepherds
Magi

The Kissel Family
Brian, Hattie, Charlie, Ben and Harriet
Eric Kniple
Joel Bentley
Lucy Chadwin
Ben Worley
Cooper Bryan, Elizabeth Myers and Jordyn Roof
Abby and Kate Cosentine, Will Densmore and
Ben Willaford
Cooper Brake, Nora Chadwin and Ketcher Honeycutt

Bulletin art by Etta Dixon Deering (age 7).
Sound Technician: Gary Simmons
We invite you to worship at Davidson College Presbyterian Church on Christmas Day and New Year’s Day at
11:00 in the sanctuary. And each Sunday morning throughout the year, at one of our three worship services,
each of which has a signature “feel.” Quality child care is offered from 8:30 a.m.-noon each Sunday morning.
The 8:30 a.m. worship service is held in Lingle Chapel and is a traditional service in an intimate atmosphere.
Special music and support for congregational singing is provided by our Geneva Choir.
The 9:45 a.m. worship service is held in Lingle Chapel and has an informal, “come as you are” atmosphere.
Guitar, percussion, and other instruments ground the spirited congregational singing.
The 11 a.m. worship service is held in the sanctuary and is a traditional service with glorious music and singing supported by the Wicks organ, the Chancel Choir, the Tower Handbell Ringers, and various other
choirs throughout the year.
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