Davidson College Presbyterian Church

The Great Easter Vigil
7:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary on April 15, 2017

Liturgy of Light
*GATHERING AROUND THE NEW FIRE
Grace and peace from Jesus Christ our Lord.
And also with you.

John Ryan

*OPENING PRAYER
Book of Common Worship
Eternal God, in Jesus Christ you have given the light of life to all the world. Sanctify this new
fire, and inflame us with a desire to shine forth with the brightness of Christ’s rising, until we
feast at the banquet of eternal light; through Jesus Christ, the Son of Righteousness.
*LIGHTING THE PASCHAL CANDLE
*PROCESSION

Light your candle from the Paschal Candle.

The light of Christ. Thanks be to God.
Follow the cantor as we sing this together three times.

*EXSULTET-EASTER PROCLAMATION
Rick Britton and Elisabeth Davis, cantors

Congregation sings refrain after each verse

Rejoice, heavenly powers! Sing, choir of angels! Exult, all creation around God’s throne!
Jesus Christ our King is risen! Sound the trumpet of salvation! (Refrain)
Rejoice, O earth, in shining splendor, radiant in the brightness of your King!
Christ has conquered! Glory fills you! Darkness vanishes forever! (Refrain)
Rejoice, O Mother Church! Exult in glory! The risen Savior shines upon you!
Let this place resound with joy, echoing the mighty song of all God’s people! (Refrain)
This is our Passover feast, when Christ the true Lamb is slain; whose blood consecrates the homes of
all believers. This is the night when first you saved our forebears: you freed the people of Israel from
their slavery, and led them dry-shod through the sea. This is the night when Christians everywhere
washed clean from sin and freed from defilement, are restored to grace and grow together in
holiness. This is the night when Jesus Christ broke the chains of death and rose triumphant from the
grave. (Refrain)

Liturgy of the Word

(Please extinguish your candles when you sit down.)

STORY OF CREATION
Genesis 1
Hymn 75
Psalm 136: We Give Thanks Unto You
WE GIVE THANKS
Stanzas 1,2,3,5,6. Choir sings verses, congregation sings refrain
Prayer
ISRAEL’S DELIVERANCE
Exodus 14
Exodus Reading
Rory Cooney
Refrain (cantor, all repeat) Sing the song of freedom! God has won the victory. Horse and chariots
are cast into the sea.
Final refrain (cantor, all repeat) Horse and chariot, fear and loneliness, death and emptiness,
horse and chariot are cast into the sea.
Horse and chariot, hate and prejudice, chains and slavery; horse and chariot are cast into
the sea.
*Hymn 234
Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain
ST. KEVIN
Prayer
THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD
*Hymn 463

Daniel 3
How Firm a Foundation
Stanzas 1,2,4

FOUNDATION

Prayer
THE VALLEY OF THE DRY BONES
Hymn 292

Ezekiel 37:1-14

As the Wind Song
Choir sings stanza 1, congregation sings stanza 2

WAIRUA TAPU

Prayer
EPISTLE
Anthem

Romans 6:3-11
Since By Man Came Death
Chancel Choir (from “Messiah”)

G.F. Handel

Prayer
GOSPEL
Silent Reflection

Matthew 28

Liturgy of Water
Solo

Come to the Water
Al Sudduth, Tenor

John Foley

Follow the Paschal candle to the baptismal font in the Narthex.

*SERVICE OF BAPTISM

Renunciations:

Robert Alexander

Do you renounce the forces of evil, which defy God’s righteousness and love? I renounce them.
Do you renounce the evil powers of this world which corrupt and destroy the creatures of God?
I renounce them.
Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you away from the love of God? I renounce them.
Do you turn to Jesus Christ and accept him as your Lord and Savior? I do.
Do you intend to be Christ’s faithful disciple, obeying his word, and showing his love, to your
life’s end? I do.
With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

Profession of Faith:
Do you believe in God the Father?
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God?
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he ascended into
heaven, he is seated on the right hand of the Father and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Howard Hughes

Musical Refrain:

*ORGAN FANFARE AND PROCESSION

Alleluia

Ring bells and sing as we return to the Sanctuary

CELTIC ALLELUIA

Liturgy of Eucharist
INVITATION TO THE TABLE

Lib McGregor Simmons

GREAT PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Sanctus

Pg. 559

Memorial Acclamation

Pg. 560

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in
the highest, hosanna in the highest.
Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Robert Alexander

COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE:
We will celebrate communion by intinction tonight.

During Communion the congregation sings:
The Day of Resurrection
Christ Is Risen! Shout Hosanna!

Hymn 233
Hymn 248

LANCASHIRE
ODE TO JOY

POST COMMUNION PRAYER
*HYMN No. 826

Lift High the Cross

CRUCIFER

Follow the Paschal candle out of the church during the final hymn
The service concludes outside.

(Refrain after each verse)
Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim till all the world adore His sacred name.
1. Come, Christians, follow where our Savior trod, the Lamb victorious, Christ, the Son of God.
2. Each newborn servant of the Crucified bears on the brow the seal of Christ who died.
3. O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree, your death has brought us life eternally.
4. So shall our song of triumph ever be: Praise to the Crucified for victory.
*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION

Lib McGregor Simmons
Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Go in the peace of Christ! Alleluia!
Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

.

The Great Vigil of Easter
The Great Vigil of Easter is the oldest Christian liturgy. In the early centuries of the church,
Holy Week was observed by a rigorous fast followed by a celebration of the mystery of Easter
Eve and Easter day in one unified liturgy. The Great Vigil contained everything: lighting the
new fire and the paschal candle; reading and telling of the mighty acts of God; baptizing persons
into the Body of Christ; renewing baptismal vows for the entire community of faith; retelling the
story of our Lord’s dying and rising; and celebrating the Eucharist as a foretaste of the Messianic
banquet in the kingdom of God.
Originally, the Great Vigil began at midnight on Easter Eve and continued through the night
climaxing with the celebration of the resurrection as dawn approached (sometimes as long as 6
or 7 hours.) Like the dawning sun ending night, so Christ arose in the splendor of his glory,
conquering forever the night of sin. The Great Vigil was the highpoint of the church’s annual
liturgical calendar. From the first centuries of the Christian church it was the greatest moment of
the year in the life of the church. The Great Vigil has both historic and symbolic roots in the
Jewish Passover. So, many of the images in the vigil are drawn from the Old Testament. In the
four liturgies we experience our passage from slavery to freedom, from sin to salvation, from
death to life.
The Great Vigil service consists of four liturgies: Light, W ord, W ater, and Eucharist. The
Liturgy of Light is the first part of the service. The service begins in the darkness of night. In
kindling new fire and lighting the paschal candle, we are reminded that Christ came as a light
shining in darkness (John 1:5). Through the use of fire, candles, words, movement and music,
the worshiping community become the pilgrim people of God following the “pillar of fire” given
to us in Jesus Christ, the light of the world. The paschal candle is used throughout the service as
a symbol of Jesus Christ. The cross and the Alpha and Omega inscribed on the candle, are
symbols of Christ. This candle is carried leading every procession during the vigil, because
Christ, the light of the world, leads us and is the unifying thread of the worship service.

The Exsultet has been sung as part of the Easter Vigil since at least the fifth century. It celebrates
the bringing of light / salvation to the world and moves from the first Passover in Egypt to the new
covenant in Christ. It calls on us, the church, the earth, the whole of creation to rejoice in the
radiance and beauty of Christ’s resurrection. The original musical settings for the Exsultet were
chants from Spain and southern Italy. The song, in all its glory, explains the reason why we are
gathered to celebrate Easter worship.
The Great Vigil continues with the Liturgy of the W ord. Traditionally, this part of the service
includes twelve lessons from the Old Testament (and even as many as 17). The Old Testament
lessons are followed by a New Testament lesson, and then a Gospel lesson. The Scripture readings
provide a panoramic view of what God has done for humanity. Beginning with creation, we are
reminded of our delivery from bondage in the exodus, of God’s calling us to faithfulness through
the cry of the prophets, of God dwelling among us in Jesus Christ, and of Christ’s rising in victory
from the tomb. The readings thus retell our “salvation history” as God’s children, summarizing the
faith into which we are baptized.
The third part of the Great Vigil is the Liturgy of W ater. In the early centuries of the Christian
church, baptisms of new Christians commonly took place at the vigil. As with the symbol of light,
water plays a critical role in the vigil. The image of water giving life—nurturing crops, sustaining
life and cleansing our bodies—cannot be missed in this part of the vigil. Nor is the ability of water
to inflict death overlooked. Water brings both life and death. So also there is death and life in
baptism, for in baptism we die to sin and are raised to life. Baptism unites believers to Christ’s
death and resurrection. Even when there is no one to be baptized at a vigil, all worshippers are
invited to renew the promises made in their baptism by renewing their baptismal vows.
The vigil climaxes in the joyous celebration of the feast of the people of God with the Liturgy of the
Eucharist (Communion or Lord’s Supper). The risen Lord invites all to participate in the new life
He brings by sharing in the feast that He has prepared. The passing from darkness to light, from
death to resurrection, is now fully consummated. The black drape of Good Friday is now removed.
The Easter flowers are displayed. The sanctuary is decorated with white and gold, the traditional
colors of Easter. As Christian brothers and sisters, we gather around the table to share a meal and
we look forward to the great Messianic feast of the kingdom of God. The vigil thus celebrates what
God has done, is doing, and has yet to do. May your celebration of Easter be enriched this year in
your participation in the oldest of Christian services of worship.

Worship Notes
Worship Leaders:
Story of Creation– John Ryan
Israel’s Deliverance– Ralph Erb
The Faithfulness of God– Anne Cooper
The Valley of the Dry Bones– Alan England, Wayne Utley
Epistle– Lib McGregor Simmons
Gospel– Nyra Brannan, Martha Montgomery, Kit Piephoff
Baptism– Robert Alexander
Eucharist– Lib McGregor Simmons, Robert Alexander
Music Directors: Jane Cain and David Brinson
Acolyte: Kim Morrison

Sound Technician: Jack Ahearn
Thank you to all who participated in helping to bring the scriptures to life.
Celtic Alleluia music © 1985 Fintan O’Carroll and Christopher Walker (Published by OCP)
We Have Put on Christ © 1977 International Commission on English in the Liturgy
Reprinted under One License.com #A-725542
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Let the Easter celebration continue tomorrow morning as we gather to celebrate
Christ’s resurrection at 8:30 and 11 a.m. in the Sanctuary
and 9:45 a.m in the Congregation House.

Please remember to bring fresh flowers to decorate our Easter Cross.
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