1John

What, Who, When, Where, Why, and Why again?

I. Introduction

a. I am pleased to say hello to all of you

b. (gather people in to full tables)

c. Reminder about name tags

d. General introduction to “It’s in the Book”

e. Schedule for 8 weeks 

II. What is 1 John?

a. 1 John is an epistle (which is a scholarly code word for letter-just kidding) once upon a time everyone used to write epistle but now it’s just apostles.

b. 1 John was not originally “ FIRST JOHN” It didn’t arrive bound in green faux leather cover with gilt edges labeled 1 John.  As far as we can tell though lacking some personal characteristics present in other letters; 1 John is most likely a letter sent to the early church to offer exhortation and correction.

c.  It is likely a form letter though sent to multiple churches as opposed to a personal letter like Philemon or a church specific letter like Galatians.  If that is true 2,3 John may have possibly functioned as cover letters for 1 John.

d. The key thing that I want us to remember is that once upon a time a human filled with God’s spirit penned that letter, that it was than hand delivered to one or more house church congregations of the first century Laodicea and read aloud to be received or rejected by those first listeners and through time copied and preserved and passed on as bearing the unmistakable imprint of God’s Holy Spirit.  

III. Who?

a. So who was the person responsible for writing that original letter, that we know as 1 John?

i. As you know I am not a scholar, I am a mom and it is issues like this that can drive you crazy if you let it

ii. Traditionally the church has assigned 1 John to the apostle John, 

1. Incredibly learned people far more educated than myself have spent lifetimes trying to discern if that is true, and so there are those who think a man named John the elder may have written it or perhaps a disciple of John.

2. In my humble opinion there seems to be no real reason to refute the traditional church stance on the issue of authorship and there is a decided swing back in recent years to support the idea of the disciple John as author of both the fourth gospel and 1 John.

iii. So who was John? Known as, one of the sons of Zebedee as well as a “son of thunder”, the beloved disciple and one of Jesus’ inner circle along with and James, Peter, John has been identified as the longest lived of the disciples.

iv. John the Apostle was a disciple of John the Baptist before meeting Jesus (John 1:35). Though nothing is specifically said about it, John, with his brother James and friends Peter and Andrew, had traveled from Bethsaida to the Jordan, a distance of some 75 miles (John 1:44). This indicated the interest all of them had in the messianic kingdom that John the Baptist's ministry represented. 

John the Apostle was the Lord's half-cousin, his mother Salome being Mary's sister (compare Matthew 27:56, Mark 16:1, and John 19:25). He was one of two disciples with John the Baptist when he proclaimed Jesus as God's Lamb. He and Andrew became the Master's original disciples (John 1:35-39). 

John the Apostle was a faithful disciple of Jesus during His early Judean ministry (John 2:1-4:54). He and the others then returned home, and to their fishing business, where they worked as partners with John's father Zebedee until Jesus came and called them to permanent discipleship (Mark 1:19-20, Luke 5:7, 10). 

John the Apostle was a subordinate disciple during Christ's ministry. Reflecting his secondary position as a disciple, John is mentioned after his brother James in each disciple listing (Mark 3:13-16). Matthew 10:2 and Luke 6:14 list Andrew before John. Knowing the brothers' dispositions, Jesus nicknamed both "Boanerges." The Sons of Thunder revealed ambitious, (Mark 10:35-37), and intolerant natures (Luke 9:51-54). 

John the Apostle was a classical servant of Christ. Despite his obvious human failings and sins, John enjoyed an affinity of kindred minds with Jesus that led to him being called "the beloved disciple" by others in the group (John 13:23, 19:26, 20:2). He felt so comfortable with Jesus that he put his head on the Master's chest to inquire about the betrayer (John 13:25). 

John the Apostle was a disciple who obviously developed spiritual grace during Christ's ministry. Given responsibility to care for Jesus’ mother, Mary.This is seen in two ways: first, he braved danger by entering the High Priest's residence during Christ's trial (John 18:15). His ability to enter the house, then to bring Peter in, means that John's family had access to the High Priest. Second, when he joined Peter in the tomb, John saw the meaning of the careful arrangement of grave clothes, and perspicaciously believed in Christ's resurrection (John 20:8-9). This spiritual insight may account for John's listing as second only to Peter when the apostles gathered in the Upper Room after Christ's ascension (Acts 1:13). 

John the Apostle was a great apostolic leader in Acts. He helped preach the Pentecost sermon (Acts 2:7-8), accompanied Peter when they healed the lame man (Acts 3:1-10), was jailed with Peter (Acts 4:1-3), was with Peter when they reported to their brothers (Acts 4:23), and Peter and John were sent by the other apostles to investigate the Samaritan revival (Acts 8:14). This key verse reflects the equilibrium in apostolic leadership. Peter and John were sent, meaning the other apostles trusted them. Peter and John were sent by the others, meaning they went as emissaries of, and with the authority of, the whole. 

John the Apostle was a brilliant author of christological teaching. John isn't mentioned by name in Acts after the visit to Samaria (Acts 8:17), but he continued to exercise significant church leadership. Paul called him a pillar of the church (Galatians 2:9). His most lasting contribution to God's work came in the five books that bear his name, including the magnificent Gospel of John and the inimitable Revelation. He was likely the last surviving apostle (Revelation 1:9-10).
IV. When?

a. When John would have written the letter 1 John is hard to say it is dated somewhere between late 70’s AD-90AD very tentatively based on clues from John’s gospel and the development of the heresies that John was refuting in his letter.

V. Where?

a. Polycarp is a celebrated figure in the history of Christianity. A direct pupil of the apostle John, Polycarp lived between 70 and 155 A.D.,Ireaneus (born around 115-140AD) stated that He had heard Polycarp say that John lived in Ephesus and penned His gospel there.
b. During the persecution of Domitian John was exiled to the small island of Patmos (one of the present Dodecanese Islands) where he put in writing his Christian visions in the form of the Revelation as we have it today. According to the same tradition, John died in Ephesos about the year 104 A.D. over 100 years old. His evangelical symbol is the Eagle, apparently because of the 'high flying' introductory ideas of his Gospel and because of the sky-dwelling visions' of his Revelation When he was released from exile, he returned to Ephesus and lived till the time of the Roman emperor Trajan. It is said that John, "Founded and built churches throughout all Asia, and worn out by old age, died in the sixty-eight year after our Lord's passion and was buried near the same city (Ephesus)." 
VI. Why ? 

a. Why did John write this letter?

i. It seems as we read it the purpose will be to some degree clear.

1. John was fighting a difficult battle; a “family fued”. In which, from what he writes, it seems that those who ought to be willing to die for each other are instead willing to kill each other over false teaching.  

2. False teaching that is coming from within the church itself, perhaps from those who were trained by John himself.  

3. Called Gnosticism, we will continue to explore this particular heresy as we progress through the letter and flesh out more thoroughly the issues that John was addressing in combating the Gnostic teaching especially as it applied to Jesus.

VII. Why Again?

a. So finally, Why study first John?

i. If you have had the privilege to study scripture in an in depth way that empowers you as laity to delve into the word you will understand what I am about to say; there is no substitution for the Word.

ii. We in evangelical circles, esp bookish, CCO, university inspired circles tend towards book studies, movie discussions and social justice current event type curriculum for our Sunday School/ small groups.

iii. But there is nothing like studying the Word of God itself.  The rewards for treasuring and pursuing God’s word are enumerated in Psalm 119.  And so it is our privilege and blessing to take the time and effort to focus our energies on God’s words to us.  

iv. This may seem so obvious.  But I can not stress enough how much spiritual warfare goes on around us when we try to faithfully get into the Word 

1. We may feel tired, stressed or overwhelmed

2. The Bible may seem distasteful 

3. It may become just too much bother to find the time

v. I have been fooled in the past and I find if I can battle through the lies and the deceptions the depth and the power of God’s Word makes me always wonder “What took me so long?!”

b. So for the next 7 weeks we are going to prayerfully fight the good fight to read and prepare so that we can have rich and meaningful study of 1 John. 

