How to Read the Bible – Bible Overview (Week 1)
I. The Bible’s authority

A. Reliability (REACH)

1. Redundancy – large number of manuscripts ( high-fidelity copy of originals

2. Eyewitnesses – first-person accounts of the events

3. Apostles – authoritative accounts (canonical writings) from the friends of Jesus

4. Consistency – Internal agreement

5. History – External agreement with historical and archeological records

B. Inspiration: “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.” (II Timothy 3:16)
II. The Bible’s structure
A. The two testaments

1. Old Testament

a. God’s covenant with Israel (Gen. 12-17)

b. The Law’s requirements stated:  The Ten Commandments (Exodus 20)

c. Prophecies of the coming Messiah:  The Suffering Servant (Isaiah 53)

2. New Testament

a. God’s covenant with all mankind (Jer. 31:31-34, Mt. 26:28, 2 Cor. 3:6)
b. The Law’s requirements restated:  Love the Lord your God (Matthew 22:37)

c. The acts of the crucified and risen Messiah:  The Savior of the world (John 3:16)

B. Categories

         Old Testament

  New Testament


Theme





Law


  Gospel



God’s deal


History


  History



God’s past acts


Wisdom


  Letters



God’s guidance now


Prophecy

  Prophecy


God’s future acts





 OT       
 (    Hebrews (bridge)    (       NT

Law/Gospel:

Genesis – Deuteronomy


Matthew – John


History:

Joshua – Esther



Acts


Wisdom/Letters:
Job – Song of Solomon


Romans – Jude


Prophecy:

Isaiah – Malachi



Revelation

III. The Bible’s message

A. Salvation in Jesus Christ

B. Redemptive history and man’s four states

1. Creation (able to sin, able not to sin) vs. Chance

2. Fall (not able not to sin) vs. Foibles

3. Redemption (able not to sin again) vs. Rehabilitation

4. Consummation (not able to sin) vs. Chaos

V.  The Bible’s chronology
A. Abraham (ca. 2000 B.C.):
Genesis 12-25

B. Moses (ca. 1500 B.C.):
Exodus – Deuteronomy

C. David (ca. 1000 B.C.):
I Samuel 16 – II Samuel

D. Return from exile (ca. 500 B.C.):
Ezra – Nehemiah

E. Jesus (ca. 5 B.C.):
Matthew – John

F. The Church (ca. 30 A.D. – present):
Acts – Revelation
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New Testament





Gospel


Matthew:  Gospel of the Messiah to the Jews


Mark:  Gospel of the Son of Man to the Romans


Luke:  Gospel of salvation to the Gentiles


John:  Gospel of the Son of God to the Church








History


Acts:  Early history of the Christian church (30 – c. 62 A.D.)

















Letters


Romans:  The righteous shall live by faith


I Corinthians:  Misbehavior among Christians


II Corinthians:  Defense of Paul’s ministry against false teaching


Galatians:  Justification is by faith, not law or circumcision


Ephesians:  The nature of Christ’s church


Philippians:  A letter of joy written from prison


Colossians:  The supremacy of Christ


I & II Thessalonians:  Jesus’ second coming


I Timothy:  Instructions on false teaching and church matters


II Timothy:  Instructions on end times and farewell


Titus:  Instructions on  false teaching and church matters


Philemon:  Plea to receive back the slave Onesimus


Hebrews:  Christ is better than the O.T. system


James:  Faith without works is dead


I Peter:  Facing persecution


II Peter:  False teaching and Christ’s return


I John:  God is love


II John: Beware false teachers


III John: Support true teachers


Jude:  Beware cheap grace








Prophecy


Revelation:  Christ is and will be Lord over all the nations of the world


James (








Old Testament





Law


Genesis:  God creates, man rebels, Israel in Egypt


Exodus:  Enslaved Israel leaves Egypt


Leviticus:  Regulations for worship


Numbers:  Israel’s desert wanderings


Deuteronomy:  Israel prepares to enter Canaan





History


Joshua:  Israel enters and conquers Canaan (c. 1400 B.C.)


Judges:  Israel ruled by judges (1375-1050)


Ruth:  King David’s Gentile great-grandmother


I Samuel:  From Israel’s last judge (Samuel) through her first king (Saul) (1105-1010)


II Samuel:  David, Israel’s greatest king (1010-970)


I &II Kings:  From King Solomon to the exile (970-586)


I Chronicles:  From Creation to David (to 970)


II Chronicles:  From Solomon to the restoration (970-538)


Ezra:  Return to Israel and rebuilding of temple (538 and 458)


Nehemiah:  Return to Israel and rebuilding of wall of Jerusalem (432)


Esther:  Israel preserved from destruction in Persia (c. 460)





Wisdom


Job:  God’s justice in the suffering of the righteous


Psalms:  Songs of praise, sorrow, and prayer to God


Proverbs:  Wisdom and wise sayings


Ecclesiastes:  All is vanity


Song of Solomon:  The beauty of marital love














Prophecy


Isaiah:  Israel’s salvation through the Suffering Servant  (740-681)


Jeremiah:  God’s judgment on Judah through the Babylonians (626-585)


Lamentations:  Lament over the destruction of Jerusalem (586)


Ezekiel:  Holy Israel’s defilement and renewal (593-571)


Daniel:  Destinies of the nations of the world (605-530)


Hosea:  God’s faithful love towards Israel (750-715)


Joel:  The locust plague as a taste of God’s coming judgment (800’s)


Amos:  Let justice roll on like a river (760-750)


Obadiah:  Edom will be judged for hating Israel (855-840)


Jonah:  God’s salvation is for Nineveh and all nations (785-775)


Micah:  Judgment and hope from Bethlehem for Israel (750-686)


Nahum:  Nineveh will be judged for its wickedness (663-612)


Habakkuk:  Why do the evil prosper? (610-597)


Zephaniah:  The coming of the day of the Lord (640-609)


Haggai:  A call to rebuild the temple (520)


Zechariah:  A call to rebuild the temple and the day of the Lord (520-480)


Malachi:  A call to repentance and the day of the Lord (440-430)








