How to Read the Bible – Bible Background (Week 2)
I. Detailed Bible chronology
A. Creation, Fall, Flood (pre-history)
B. The Patriarchs and Egyptian Exile (2000-1500 B.C.)

C. The Establishment of Israel (1500-586 B.C.)

D. The Babylonian Exile (586-538 B.C.)

E. The Re-establishment of Israel (538 B.C. – 29 A.D.)

F. The Church (29-100 A.D.)
II. Bible geography
A. The Fertile Crescent
B. Israel (four north-south “strips”)
1. The Coastal Plain

a. Mt. Carmel

b. The Plain of Sharon

c. The Plain of Philistia

2. The Central Highlands

a. Galilee

b. The Valley of Jezreel

c. Ephraim

d. Judah

3. The Jordan Valley

a. The Sea of Galilee

b. The Jordan River

c. The Dead Sea

d. Elath

4. The Transjordan

a. Bashan

b. Gilead / Ammon

c. Moab

d. Edom
III. Bible translations
A. The biblical languages
1. OT: Hebrew and Aramaic (half of Daniel, parts of Ezra)

2. NT: Greek with some Aramaic phrases
B. Three types of translation

1. Formal equivalence (literal)
2. Functional or dynamic equivalence (update matters of language, grammar, and style) 

3. Free translation (paraphrase)
C. English-Bible translation spectrum

                Formal

          Functional
                       Free

Original:  KJV    NASB  RSV     NIV    NAB  GNB  JB     NEB  LB

Updated:  NKJV NASU  NRSV  TNIV  NJB    REB  NLT            The Message
IV. Bible tools
A. On-line Bible translations (e.g., www.biblegateway.com, www.biblos.com)
B. Annotated Bibles

C. Greek / Hebrew and interlinear Bibles
D. Commentaries
1. Single-volume – less expensive; team-developed better than individual-developed
2. Sets

a. OT - Expositor’s Bible Commentary & Tyndale OT Commentaries

b. OT/NT – The Bible Speaks Today/IVP, J.A. Motyer and John R.W. Stott

E. Concordances and Electronic Bibles (e.g. www.franklin.com/handhelds/bibles)

F. Bible dictionaries, Bible atlases









