How to Read the Bible – The Gospels / The Parables (Week 5)
I. The Gospels (HRBAW Ch. 7)
A. Introduction
a. Use “Epistles” principles for Jesus’ sayings and “Narratives” principles for the stories about Jesus?  Not so simple…
b. “Gospel” is a unique genre
c. Hermeneutical difficulties:  “hard sayings”, meaning of the “kingdom of God”
B. Their nature
a. Most interpretive difficulties stem from two things:
i. They were written not by Jesus, but by others
ii. There are four of them
C. Exegesis
a. Historical context
i. The historical setting of Jesus

ii. The historical setting of the authors

b. Literary context
i. Interpreting the individual pericopes

1. Think horizontally (there are four Gospels)

a. Be aware of parallels in other Gospels

b. The Synoptic Gospels are highly interdependent

c. The same material is used in different contexts

2. Think vertically (two levels:  historical and “existential”)

ii. Interpreting the Gospels as wholes

1. Three principles

2. Early part of Mark’s gospel as an example

D. Hermeneutics
a. The teachings and imperatives
b. The narratives
c. The kingdom of God
II. The Parables (HRBAW Ch. 8)
A. The parables in history
B. Their nature
a. Jesus uses various storytelling devices

b. How do they function?

C. Exegesis
a. Finding the points of reference

b. Identifying the audience

c. The “contextless” parables

d. The parables of the kingdom

D. Hermeneutics









