How to Read the Bible – The Revelation (Week 8)
I. The Revelation (HRBAW Ch. 13)
A. The nature of the Revelation
a. Unique combination of three literary types:  apocalypse, prophecy, and letter
b. The Revelation as apocalypse
1. Does not exist as a literary form today, though there were dozens of apocalypses written between 200 B.C. and 200 A.D.

2. Characteristics

c. The Revelation as prophecy

d. The Revelation as letter/epistle
B. Exegesis
a. Guidelines
1. The primary meaning is what John intended
i. Original readers/hearers had greater familiarity with the contemporary historical context, the apocalyptic forms and images, and the OT

2. Don’t overuse the “analogy of Scripture”
3. There are various difficulties with imagery
4. John expects his readers to see the book as a continuation and consummation of the OT

5. It is not intended as a detailed chronological account of the future
b. The historical context
1. Written to fellow sufferers:  don’t give up, since God is in control
2. Two basic questions
i. How long until God judges?  Wait a little longer in your suffering, but judgment is certain.

ii. Who can withstand the coming wrath of the Lamb?  Those whom God has sealed.
c. The literary context
1. Overview

i. Chapters 1-5:  Setting the stage – John, Jesus, and the seven churches
ii. Chapters 6-11:  The “big picture” – the judgment of Babylon (Rome) and triumph of God and Christ

iii. Chapters 12-22:  The detailed picture of God’s judgment and triumph

2. A more detailed picture
i. Setting the stage (ch. 1-5)

ii. The big picture of God’s judgment and triumph (ch. 6-11)

a. Visions of seven seals (6-7) and seven trumpets (8-11)

b. Structure:  initial group of four, then two as counterpoint, then an interlude of two visions not in the seven, followed by the seventh

iii. The detailed picture of God’s judgment and triumph (ch. 12-22)

a. Ch. 12:  The theological key to the book

b. Ch. 13-14:  Satan’s vengeance on the church takes the form of the Roman Empire

c. Ch. 15-16:  But the Empire and emperors are doomed

d. Ch. 17-22:  A tale of two cities

C. Hermeneutics
a. Some insights follow directly
1. God will judge nations that murder Christians
2. God promises us not freedom from suffering and death, but triumph through it

b. Eschatological (end-time) guidelines
1. Don’t confuse the picture with the reality

2. Don’t confuse certainty with “soon-ness”

3. Don’t try to link contemporary events exactly with the images, since we don’t have firm keys for their meaning

4. Images intended to be eschatological should still be taken that way










