3.16.08

1 John 

1John 1:5-2:6

Summary: John uses the arguments of his opponents to illuminate the truth of what Jesus commands.

Main idea: Walking in the light as Jesus did leads to fellowship and recognition of sin and the need for confession.

Central Idea:  What does it mean for me to walk as Jesus did?

A light in the Darkness

I. Introduction/Back ground on passage

A. When we are invested our passion is palpable, if we start something then a part of us is wrapped up in it.  The author of first John feels deeply about the situation that he is addressing and we can see that in use of bold and powerful statements

B. ( hand out look at passage broken into statements and responses) 

C. “I have fellowship with Him”, “ I am without sin”, “I have not sinned”, “I know Him”

D. “We walk in the light”, “ We confess our sins”, “ We obey His commands”, “We obey His word” 

E. reminders about situation and relationship to today.

F. Opponents vs “Little Children” (teknia little children, teknon, paidion young boy  can alos mean child, teknionvery small children Tessa/ tessita used here in 1John 2)

II. Light 1:5-10
A. The source of John’s message is made clear in the first four verses, God in the form of Jesus Christ first spoke this message to John and then continues to confirm it through the Holy spirit.
B. But in the context of what we would call a “charismatic” church setting the challenges are many.

i. John knows the power of the Holy Spirit, His testimony in the 4th gospel reveals that the Holy Spirit will continue to guide, counsel, and empower the followers of Jesus.

ii. However imagine how tricky it can get today in a dynamic charismatic setting; the temptation to challenge the authorities that may not” be experiencing the power of the HS” the way some are , the questions of whether the “new “ trumps the old, discerning the Spirits can be difficult and yet John’s church was facing all that without the cannon of scripture set, In this “wild, wild west” environment,  the “weapons of the heretics come from the pastors own arsenal” Brown p 226-228  John is interpreting and elaborating on what was revealed to him during his time with Christ if John does it why can’t others?

C. Into this environment John as the pastor is bringing a strong exhortation and correction and he does it by using the “catch phrases” of his opponents and contrasting them with Truth

D. After setting the stage with the prologue, 

E. John begins with a statement that many can agree with, GOD IS LIGHT, this statement would appeal to the Gnostic powerfully since light was often used to illustrate spiritual illumination and enlightenment, yet God reveals himself as the true light from Genesis through Rev. John is on undisputed ground, and then swiftly sets a challenge.

i. Those who say they have fellowship however are walking in darkness and this is not acceptable.

ii. We must walk in the light, What does that mean ? 
iii.  Peripateo greek word for walk, is a semetic idiom, it is comprehensive, our habit of living. “This is habitual consistent response that should be characteristic of those who know God. (burge p 69)” 2 results: genuine fellowship, and forgiveness of sins.
iv.  Paul goes on to add not only 1)is God light and that 2) we must walk in the light but that in Christ 3)we become Light as well. 

v. Such a way of living leads to fellowship and purity.  Here purify suggests removal of a stain and residual effects.

vi. 1 John 1:8 we do not sin in Johnine vocab means the disposition of the heart to sin rather than a specific act.

vii. As difficult as it is to believe (or perhaps not) We see John battling with proto-gnostic thinking that “removed God utterly from our world” .  Earthly things and heavenly things exist in separate spheres and so “sin” becomes unimportant, since our spirit is what counts.  If spirit is all that matter then what is “sin”, John is apparently quoting what was being taught and discussed, “I am without sin” Meaning I am do possess a fallen nature with a propensity for sin, 

1. to my own ears having been raised up in the church , I am familiar with the utter depravity concept, but we do not have to go far to see the idea that “people are basically good” has a lot of currency even in the church. 

viii. John states clearly, though that to think like that requires self deception and an absence of the Truth.

1. “Truth not in you” is not referring to abstract truth but capital T Truth, God not in them.

ix. So what makes the difference? Confession makes a difference not because of what we do but who God is. (forgive gr apheimi means- let go, think debt).

x. John is dealing not with overt carnal sin (as in many of Paul’s letters) Instead there is a denial of Christ as man and God and our atoning sacrifice, spiritual superiority, and fragmentation of the body.  There are those who are denying their need for Christ’s forgiveness and their fallen condition. 

xi.  vs 9  and purify us from all sin. John is arguing that “cleansing katharizo has to happen, a removal of defilement” 

F. 1:10 “We have not sinned, “ 

i. AS I said before John is not necessarily dealing with overt carnal sin.  In contrast to many of Paul’s letters that detail detestable and inappropriate behaviors that members of the church are engaged in.  
ii. We can hear the argument, “Tell me where I have sinned! what is that I have done, name my crime?”  
iii. The stand of the opponents in John’s church not only negated the understanding of man’s fallenness, but it also so completely divided the spiritual from the material that they could argue that nothing they did in the flesh was sin as only “the spiritual” mattered.  But if the Word of life and God’s commands to us are to have a place in our life then we have to recognize our need for a savior in the first place and the need to be humble and confess freely.
III. Little Ones  2:1-2

A. It is at his point that John shifts his focus away from his opponents and towards those who are still submitting to his pastoral authority, he calls them his children a common form of address for pastors.

B. (teknia little children, teknon, paidion young boy  can alos mean child, teknion very small children Tessa/ tessita used here in 1John 2)

C. John is pleading with the congregants.  

i. For their benefit.

ii. Sin happens even in the life of believers.

iii. Consider though the precarious tension between a veneer of pious good behaviour and TMI and cheap grace that treats all sin as OOPs, oh well.

iv. We are to not sin, yet as Paul said sometimes we do what we hate and  don’t do what we ought.  

v. And when that happens, we are not without help, but consider the price of that help this holy week, consider what it cost outr Lord to be our parakletos, our advocate and redemptive sacrifice all in one.  

vi. As a result of the awesomeness of God’s gift to us undeserved we are able to confess and we have the privilege, to obey His commands.

IV. Living 2:3-6

A. It here that John again returns o the previous conversation, 

i. Sin is disobedience to the commands of God, and to deny Christ is deny God, In John 6, Jesus is asked what must we do to do the works of God and Jesus replies, believe on Him whom He sent, John the Baptist message was repent and believe!  Belief in Jesus as the Christ was commanded and to have leaders in the church on one hand claiming they know Christ and on the other denying His identity… well John clearly describes the state of such a person. They are a liar and the truth is not in them.  

ii. In today’s church and culture it is actually very common to run into people who are comfortable with behaviors that are clearly identified as sin and yet are also comfortable with their “faith” and would say “I know him”. 
iii. I would caution us though from being overly good at speck spotting and instead hear these words as warnings to ourselves. Ps 139:23-24 23 Search me, O God, and know my heart; test me and know my anxious thoughts.  24 See if there is any offensive way in me, and lead me in the way everlasting.

iv.  This is an excellent prayer to consider when I am quick to see another person’s sin.

v. John’s position though is as an elder and a pastor, It is his responsibility to shepherd the sheep and in the process name the situation with clarity and passion.

B. 2:5-6And so He goes on in vs 5-6 to present the contrast to the self-deceived one, for Knowing is obeying, John would have learned this not through some hyper-spiritual experience but rather at the feet of Jesus, who said that love and friendship with Christ was demonstrated by obedience to His commands (John 15:9-17) Gr  tereo translated obey means “to keep”,  and implies duration and perseverance`
perfect obedience springs from perfect love

C. God’s love is made complete or perfect

i. the Hebrew concept of perfect dominating here, which implies not flawless but instead fulfilled.  

ii. Love made perfect is love that fulfills God’s intended purpose or design.  

iii. God’s love completed in us is obedience, We were designed for obedience and being obedient completes in ways Tom Cruise never can.

iv. John then concludes his thoughts here by summarizing 

v. Do you want to know if you live in Him ?  (Which in the greek means to be indwelt by God and to dwell in Him which clearly reminds us of the John 15 again in which we are taught to abide in Christ that we may bear much fruit)

vi. Then we must walk as Jesus did, in the light, having fellowship with one another, allowing Christ to purify us, by confessing our sins and obeying His commands.

vii. Walking in the light? 

viii. Do I walk in the light? When I choose darkness do I confess or cover-up?  Am I spiritually arrogant, certain of my doctrine, my holiness, my standards, my “I’d never do that”ness?

ix. Or Do I know the all consuming truth of that old phrase

1. But for the grace of God there go I

2. “Which here means” If it wasn’t for Jesus that (fill in the blank) could have been me”.

3. Our confidence comes not from us but our confidence is Jesus.

4. Let’s allow the command to believe, and to walk in the light be an encouragement and a challenge.

5This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all[a] sin. 

 8If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 

1 John 2

 1My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but also for[b] the sins of the whole world. 

 3We know that we have come to know him if we obey his commands. 4The man who says, "I know him," but does not do what he commands is a liar, and the truth is not in him. 5But if anyone obeys his word, God's love[c] is truly made complete in him. This is how we know we are in him: 6Whoever claims to live in him must walk as Jesus did.
Footnotes: 

a. 1 John 1:7 Or every 

b. 1 John 2:2 Or He is the one who turns aside God's wrath, taking away our sins, and not only ours but also 

c. 1 John 2:5 Or word, love for God 

We see John battling with proto-gnostic thinking that “removed God utterly from our world” earthly things and heavenly things exist in separate spheres and so “sin” becomes unimportant, since our spirit is what counts.  Peripateo greek word for walk is a semetic idiom  is comprehensive, the habit of living.  This is another “Christian-ese” alert (walking in the light as He is in the light) “This is habitual consistent response that should be characteristic of those who know God. (burge p 69)” 2 results: genuine fellowship, and forgiveness of sins.

Gnostics- fellowship with God all that matter

Jonh argues- Fellowship with one another demonstrates fellowship with God.

If Christ is not at the center then our spirituality will have other purposes and true life giving communities cannot develop (Bruderhof experience).

John is dealing not with overt carnal sin ( as in many of Paul’s letters) Instead there is a denial of Christ as man and God and our atoning sacrifice, spiritual superiority, and fragmentation of the body.  There are those who are denying their need for Christ’s forgiveness and their fallen condition.  John is arguing that “cleansing katharizo has to happen, a removal of defilement)

In charamatic setting the challenges may be that the “weapons of the heretics come from the pastors own arsenal” Brown p 226-228  John is interpreting and elaborating on what was revealed to him dutring his time with Christ if John does hwy not others?

Any pursuit of a spirituality that separates and destroys the community or encourages elitism.  Consider how John is saying that true community , the church is based on God forgiving us, (not primarily us forgiving one another) This makes sense especially if you have people claiming perfection or enlightenment that places above others.

Two areas of application are: the willingness of the few to be submissive to the majority?  How do we understand forgiveness if we spend so much time downplaying the significance of our sin so as not to damage our self-image?

Walking in the light brings true humility that leaves us not timid and unsure, but bold and tender hearted, winsome and patient and kind and uncompromising about the core of what has been revealed to us, God made us, sin twisted us, God as Christ died to save us He is raised and lives in us as the Holy Spirit.  WE are the body of Christ as believers and we are to live for Christ.

Many examples of folks in the church experiencing a profound moment or teaching an insight that brings joy, freedom and then along comes the sense of separation, that they have understanding that is lacking that the church either needs to see it their way or they will move on, an unteachable spirit is the mark of the opponents in John’s day and today.  

1 John 1:8 we do not sin in Johnine vocab means the disposition of the heart to sin not a specific act. Truth not in you- not abstract truth but god not in them, He can have no place.

Confession makes a difference not because of what we do but who God is. (forgive gr apheimi means- let go think debt)purify suggests removal of a stain and residual effects.

1:10 not having specifically sinned-  

2:1 little children moves from addressing opponents to the congregants clinging to truth, perhaps precariously, 

perhaps they were taking John assurance as license to sin

John seem s to be focusing on the running argument with the opponenets in the church.

Gnostic attitudes of today…

L Gilkey -that even in the ‘Bible Belt’ the Bible is a relatively unknown book -- sacred, of course, but quite unfamiliar

Lord of the Flies w. Golding

The idea of confession speaking our sins aloud Light/ darkenss freedom and abiloity to break sins hold over us.

Knowing abiding  being

Perfect tense verb “We know that we have come to know him” in the greek  means not just one time enlightenment but  a past experience with ongoing present consequences.

John  patternMake a statement, give negative example, reinforce point by repeating first statement.

Gr  tereo to keep meaning obedience implies duration and perseverance`
perfect obedience springs from perfect love

Live in him indwelt by God dwell in God gr  meno
John 14:15 I you love me you will obey my teaching

