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1John 1:1-4

Summary: John lays the groundwork on Christ as the both Word and Flesh, God and man and he is proclaiming as an eyewitness.

Main Idea: Fellowship; of believers and in Christ alone, this is pure joy.

Central idea: Complete Joy has no other source than God through Jesus Christ.

Logos and Life.  John is an eyewitness testifying to the true identity of Christ to bring life, fellowship and joy

John uses the first four verse to return to his ‘magnum opus’ that is the prologue in what we know of as the Gospel of John

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 

2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 

3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ.
 4We write this to make our[a] joy complete
What are we talking about=subject
Characteristics of subject
The writer’s experience with the subject


The writer’s actions concerning subject
Purpose in writing
Addressee
 John is not writing a theological paper.  He is responding to real life struggles within the churches he planted and had helped grow and shepherd.  The first four verses are anchor points for all the rest that John will write.  That is key for us because intermingled with all those famous love verses are some harsh indictments as well.  To understand the passion and the purpose that undergirds 1 John we need to pay attention to these verses.

Let’s read them:  

1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our[a] joy complete 

We can hear the echoes of John’s Gospel and our homework and discussion directed us to pay attention to the interplay between the two books especially here at the beginning.



(Start by singing In Christ Alone)
I. Proclamation (read 1 John 1:1-4)

a. Life 

i. A Greek scholar CH Dodd once noted that these verses are a “grammatical tangle”  Once translated into the English we lose the complexity and the trouble that John goes to make two thoughts very clear: John was a witness to Jesus in the flesh and Jesus was not just a man but the source of Life.

ii. John writing to erase any confusion.  He wants readers to be certain about the nature and person of Christ not as a theoretical or theological concept but as a concrete reality.  John is personally testifying to the churches of Asia minor (specifically most likely Ephesus) to combat ideas (that will become the Gnostic heresy) that Jesus had never really been a man with a physical body.

iii. As we look at at vs 1, 2 in particular what we see is John proclaiming LIFE.

1. He proclaims

a.  The Word of Life

b. The Life that appeared 

c. And Eternal Life.

iv. In the Gospel of John we see the connection between this Life and light.

b. Logos
i. The Greek word Logos or word has rich meaning in both Greek and Hebrew and is a fitting concept in which to testify about Jesus.

1. In the Hebrew the” word is the creative self-expression by which the cosmos was made”

2. In the Greek “It is the divine reason that gives the universe coherence and purpose.” (Burge p. 53)

ii. All life owes its very essence and existence to the Logos.

iii. This could feel very vague and new-agey except for the absolute grounding that John gives to the physical incarnation of Christ.

iv. It’s not just some divine life-force, you know “the circle of life”.  No this is about how the power and purpose of the universe is Some ONE.  2The life appeared; we have seen it and testify to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us.
v. The mystery of how God became flesh; that he dwelt among us; that He is simultaneously the Father and the son and the Holy Spirit is truly beyond our comprehension.  John reaches to express this inexpressible truth in John 1:18 





No one has ever seen God, but God the one and only (talking of Jesus), who is at the Fathers side, has made Him known. 
vi. And Jesus has made Him known by humbling himself and becoming a human being.  Paul understood what hung on this.  If you remove the incarnation 
1. Carne is latin for flesh and so incarnation is enfleshment or the taking on of a body. 
vii. If you jettison the incarnation then you abandon the whole hope of the Gospel, it is no longer good news. 
14And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 15More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. 16For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. 17And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. 18Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. 
1. 19If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. Paul is talking of the physical resurrection of Christ in his letter to the church in Corinth, but it applies to us if Christ never really died for us because He never really lived.
viii. Today we see the same battle being played out in the church and in the world: Who and what is Jesus? Ever try googling yourself ? try googling Jesus?! The human response it seems is to try to make Jesus to be anything but God. 
1. The only required theological belief to be a professor at Harvard Divinity is to affirm the ordination of women and the Evangelical Theological Society’s only doctrinal stand is the inerrancy of Scripture (which Mormons and others could affirm).  

2. What John is saying here in this letter though is that there is no non-negotiable more non-negotiable than Jesus.  As the song says in “Christ alone our hope is found”

II. Purpose:

a. Having carefully and elaborately established Christ at the center, John then reveals the purpose for taking such pains to clarify: Fellowship and joy.

3We proclaim to you what we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son, Jesus Christ. 4We write this to make our/ your[a] joy complete 

b. Fellowship 

i. In the KJV it says and “truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ”

ii. Jesus’ prayer in John 17 was for all believers was for a unity that testified to the unity of the God and was a living parable to let the world know that God had sent Jesus and loved the world.

iii. Unity!  Is that how I would describe the church?  Yet in my imagination I thought that the was perhaps a distant history when things were rosy and unified but in truth it the miraculous power of God only that has permitted the rag tag and motley limping veering stumbling reality that is my own life multiplied in thousands upon thousands of believers across 2 thousand years to be His church.  

iv. Yet it was our fellowship with one another in Christ that is to complete our joy.

c. Fullness of Joy

i. What does it take to have fellowship?

ii. What does it cost me?

iii. How does it happen?

iv. If Jesus did “become flesh” what did He give up?

v. What do I need to set aside?

1. When I think sacrifice I think grey, gloomy, miserable, and difficult, but what if the only lasting joy I will ever know comes from heading towards my fears?

2. Thrill seeking is the desire to do something inherently dangerous for the rush that comes from surviving.  Thrill seeker are common to our culture partly I think because God gave us the capacity to overcome the obstacles of fear that the enemy puts in our way.

3. I don’t think we need to become extreme sport enthusiasts but perhaps we need to trust the truth of scripture and try leaping into the challenges John lays before us despite our fears, so we too can know complete joy!

4. As an encouragement I want to end by watching a short video about the One we serve, to inspire us.

5. Play “That’s My King”
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