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1John 2:7-29

Summary: Dear children…old and new commands are one and the same Jesus is the Christ, If you deny… you lie.  Anointed with Holy Spirit, we are taught by God.

Main Idea: John is attempting to help his church faithful stay rooted and founded on the truth of Jesus as the Christ.

Central Idea: Is your confidence in Christ?

I Write to You

I.   Light, Love, Love  
1 John 2:7-2: 29 

Introduction: Review of 1 John John was fighting a difficult battle; a “family fued”. In which, from what he writes, it seems that those who ought to be willing to die for each other are instead willing to kill each other over false teaching.  False teaching that is coming from within the church itself, perhaps from those who were trained by John himself.  Called proto-Gnosticism. The heresy (read p 116 of J. Stott Tyndale NT Commentaries)

A. Light
a.  Last class we looked at vs 1:5 to 2:6 , we heard the author challenging the idea that you could deny the deity of Jesus and still know Him.  This week we move into the next section of 1 John in which we continue hear the passion that the apostle John brings to the division plaguing his congregations.
b. We begin in vs 7 of chapter 2 with John addressing his hearers as dear friends (more accurately though would be beloved from the root agape’).  And he is continuing with the truth that God is light and in Him we become children of the light and as light ourselves.  Clearly John is living in the “already not yet” tension of the kingdom, Jesus has won, and later we will be reminded that the believers have overcome the evil one, yet he is pastoring churches that are being torn apart.
c. Throughout this section of the letter John consistently defines why he is and why he is not writing this letter.  Here he explains that (unlike his opponents) the roots of what he is writing are very old, with words that draw our attention back to the first verse, “that which was from the beginning” this is the command we have heard since the beginning.  
i. Your lesson drew your attention to the command referred to here… Duet 6:4-5, Lev 19 Mark 12
ii. But the new-ness here is not some secret knowledge, instead it is the love of God embodied through the life and death of Jesus.  
d. It is unarguable, the root and foundation is Jesus and Him alone.  Before this verse and after this verse the central driving force is the veracity of Jesus as the Christ.

e. Christ is not Jesus’ last name, It means ‘anointed one’ from the Gr Chrio  to anoint.  It became a title of Messiah the long awaited deliverer of the Jews so that during Jesus’ ministry He was freq asked, “Are you the Christ?”

B. Love 
a. John recognized that the lone non-negotiable for us as followers of the way is Jesus as the Christ.  Last class we saw how John challenged those bringing division to his churches and set up “tests” to est. the reality of competing claims. Theologian R. Law describes three kinds of tests in 1 John : theological test: Do we believe in Jesus is the son of god? Moral test: Are we living lives of obedience and righteousness? Social test: Do we love one another?

b. In vs 9 that John introduces the most memorable challenge of this letter; Do you love your brother?  ( Dave BS and sandwich board guy, problems nothing a few funerals can’t fix)

i. We know that as followers of Jesus we must walk in the light as He is in the light…but even if our doctrine is good and we are upright and obedient, if we hate our brother by which we mean other followers of Jesus, then we are still in the darkness. (read vs 9-11)

ii. Here we see so clearly that this letter is “in house”

iii. Which may be why verses 12-14 are so difficult to place.  There is no consensus on what these verses are, most likely a song, catch phrase from the time chock full of powerful truth meant to encourage and reassure the people who were trying to be faithful Jesus as the Christ. (read 12-14)

B. Love
a. John then resumes his challenge that while we are to love each other we are not to love the world.

i. This does not contradict John 3:16 if are paying attention.  John here is drawing our attention the spirit of division, deception darkness and death that we see at work in this world.  It is the root of idolatry, hatred, selfishness and it is our enemy as Christians, no longer can we hate people or places instead we are opposed to the spirit of this world.  Mt 6:24 Jesus makes it clear we cannot serve 2 masters and here John highlights the appropriate foci of our love God and our neighbor  esp the in the church.

ii. Physics postulates that there is substance called anti-matter that has inverse properties to matter.  Spiritually we see this law at work as well.

I.   Last Hour, Lies, Life 
1John 2:18-29

a. Last Hour Here in vs 18 John introduces the concept of the last hour.  As a disciple under Christ date setting was not an option, one author described the approach to the end to walking along a cliff edge.  So as we tread the edge in this last “hour” .

b. The Anti-Christ is at work, just as Jesus is unity, truth light and life.   The spirit of the anti-christ is the inverse.  Prophetic writings indicate that there will eventually be a single person into which the malice of this Spirit will powerfully manifest but in John’s churches the spirit of the anti-christ had been busy at work.

c. The title Christ- means anointed one, and so anti-christ indicates that it lacks God’s anointing.

d. Lies read vs 19-21 What distinguishes those in the light is the presence of God’s Holy Spirit. 
e. SO who is the liar? Read v 22-23
f. Life at this point once again John speaks passionately, he juxtaposes the life offered by God to the lies and the misleading of the “anti-christs”
i. Unlike the proto Gnostics who are seeking greater and greater heights of secret spiritual knowledge, we as followers of Jesus have God’s own spirit, our anointing: John has a play on words juxtaposing the anti-christ with the anointed or chrisma with the anti-christo all rooted in chrio read from Bible dictionary (anointing) 
ii. Read vs 27-29 Our confidence is in Christ

