4.6.08

Summary: John’s impassioned plea continues as he expounds on God’s love, sin, condemnation and of course more about LOVE.

Main idea: We are born of Him and He lives in us, so how do we know…

Central Idea: ( 3.30.08 where is our confidence?) Life isn’t black and white or is it?

Black and White

1 John 3:1-24

I. What We Are 
3:1-10

a. 3:1-3
 Children of God 

b. 3:4-10 
Children of the Devil (Not)

II. What We Do 
3:11-18

a. 3:11-15
 Live Like Cain (Not)

b. 3:16-18   Live (and Die) Like Jesus

III. How We Do It 
3:19-24

a. 3:19-22
 More on Being Confident and Unashamed

b. 3:23-24
 Remaining (John 15: 1-18)

Introduction:  As to we move into the third chapter of the letter to the churches of laodicea and esp Ephesus, I am esp struck by the fact that John continues to use such stark, black and white imagery and language.  We live in such a nuanced era, there are even several books and movies titled Shades of Gray, “Gray, is the new black baby1”  So when we hear John characterizing things in such an either or manner it can ruffle us a bit… but if we consider God’s character and identity, the revelation of scripture, truly as Jesus said we are either for Him or against Him.  I began to think maybe life is like an impressionist painting we may see shades of gray but if we look closely at each action, word, and deed what we would see is actually bits of black or white. 

John is a pastor steering congregations under siege.  God is inspiring him to clearly distinguish between those of God and those who are not, Christ and the anti-Christ, light and darkness, truth and lies, life and death…black and white.  Despite miracle max’s assurance that you can be mostly dead and therefore a little alive, Here in 1 John, not so much.  You are dead or you are alive.

I.  What We Are 
3:1-10  So what are we?

a. 3:1-3
 Children of God – (read 3:1) John has what Stott calls an “outburst of wonder” .  The words he uses here indicate that our adoption into God’s family is an action taken by God. 

i. In fact stepping back 1 vs to 2:29 ( read) “a man’s righteousness is an evidence of new birth not the cause of new birth”. 

ii. But the motive power for our adoption in Christ is God’s great and lavish love.  

iii. (read on up to vs 4)We are, because we know Christ, now unknowable to the world, we are enigmas ( experience with sister-in-laws).   

1. And while John has said the Spirit will teach us all things we cannot take that literally since “no one knows what we will be when Jesus returns, other than we will be like Him”.  [Dt 29:29 is a helpful  when we are desperate to know that which has not yet been revealed.]

2. It is interesting to be aware of how we anticipate Christ’ return: Paul, Peter, John all talk about it in terms of anticipation, as a hope, a motivation, and a reward.  [If we are fearful that’s a sign that we have not yet grasped our status as God’s own children.]

3. 3:3Jesus is without stain, morally pure, sinless and with our hope in Jesus we too are rendered morally stain free- cleansed-purified.

b. 3:4-10 
Children of the Devil (Not)

i. (read vs 4-6) So here we have it in black and white; if you sin

1. sin as lawlessness

2. there is NO sin in Jesus

3. If we are in Him we aren’t going to keep on sinning

4. If you do; you never saw Him and you don’t know Him!

ii. Whoa… what about 1: 8-10(read)

1. There are seven different explanations outlined in John Strott’s commentary that have been used to try to reconcile this challenge, the one that seems to make the most sense 

2. I humbly submit that John is not contradicting himself.  Rather a) has a high view of the purity of life that can be attained in Christ and b) choose words that point to continuing, habitual sin.

3. It is also helpful to return to the hist context

a. The proto Gnostic opposition seems to have embraced two key misapprehensions about sin

i. Gnosis made them perfect and therefore blind to the sin in their lives. John seems to be addressing this error in Ch1
ii. “sin”could not hurt someone enlightened by the gnosis, therefore they were indifferent to the sin in their lives. Here in Ch 3 John is countering such arguments.  (read 7)
4. John is forced to state categorically sin is sin and we should not sin… (read 8-10) 
a. As difficult as it can be we cannot be in doubt as to the source of sin in this world.  Satan rebelled and that rebellion deceived many of the heavenly host, there was a war and satan and 1/3 of the angels were cast out of heaven and now spend their existence working to oppose God and all good that He does.  Yet God in Christ has been victorious, …
b. If Jesus came to earth to take away our sin and destroy the devil’s work, how can we have anything to do with sin?
c. Re-read vs10 what is what’s right?  Again stepping back to take in the context and looking ahead we can see at least in part doing what’s right meant- (the proto-gnostics were denied the incarnation of Jesus )and so believing in the name of Christ (3:23, Jn 6:29) and loving your brother.
II. What We Do 
3:11-18

a. 3:11-15
 Live Like Cain (Not) (read 11-13)So once again what have we heard since the beginning? God is light in Him there is no darkness, God is Pure in him there is no sin, and God is love there fore we ought to love one another.

i. Cain represents the “world” in active rebellion against God and in so doing represents the devil.  ( read 14-15)In Matthew’s gospel Jesus sketches the connection between hate and murder.  If we hang onto hate, if we reject the costly love Christ modeled then we are haters, thus murderers.

b. 3:16-18   Live (and Die) Like Jesus (read 16) can we hear the flow of conversations , well what is love then ? John replies broadly and then more specifically in vs 17-18.  Conviction setting in ?  Do I love? Am I in the light? DO I want the light?  

III. How We Do It 
3:19-24

a. 3:19-22
 More on Being Confident and Unashamed- So just before I go bonkers trying to work this out (read vs 19-22)  It could be easy to feel swamped by John’s grand and passionate clarity of vision, I know I am often condemned by my heart.

b. John does not reject the work of our conscience to bring repentance on the contrary I have talked to many people who are tormented by thoughts they have done things improperly, they were responsible, they were the cause , they are failures… Yet God knows everything if we but ask he will reveal where and what needs attention, Consider the extravagant freedom of Christ to be pure, to be holy, to love and live for Christ and die just as freely…

c. 3:23-24
 Remaining (John 15: 1-18)
i. ( read 23-24)So John reminds us yet again Believe in the name of Jesus and love one another.  And as further confirmation that HE is at work in us the activity of the Holy Spirit.
ii. Clearly John is focusing on the church yet with ea. Command to love our brothers, are we off the hook, was his congregants? If thoe opposition folks have left the church are they brothers? Do we love? 
iii. I think the answer is a resounding YES.  John wrote complimentarily to Christ  and so while Christ articulates how wide the net of our love should go , John is not limiting it to the church instead He is reinforcing that the church should model and be  a window to the world of what heaven will be like.  Sometimes it’s 10x’s harder to love your brother…
