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1John 4:1-21

Summary: John continues to attempt to define instruct and clarify around discernment and love.

Main idea: God is love, love empowers us and fills us to be loving, fearless and discerning.

Central idea: God is love

Maybe All You Need IS Love?

John 4:1-21

Introduction: Love
A popular concept… Media, music, films, books, advertising, we are a culture in love with the idea of love.  I thought it would be appropriate then to create my outline for this week entirely out of love song lyrics.  John weaves the concept of love throughout this letter but it is mostly familiar to us here in Ch 4 and it because of these verses that 1 John has become know as the love book, rivaling even 1 Cor 13 in wedding and cross stitch moto popularity.  

I would argue and I believe that John would agree that the world may think it loves loves love but in fact The world does not even know what or who love is…  So I wonder maybe all we really need is REAL LOVE, The kind John is going to instruct us in today’s lesson?
i. I. “Tell Me If It’s Real” k ci and jojo 

4:1-6





A. “How Will You Know?” j guarini 

4:1-3





B. “Love Will Conquer All” lionel richie
4:4-6

II. “Power of Love” huey lewis and the news 4:7-21





A. “Love This Way” eden’s crush 

4:7-11





B. “Perfect Love” trisha yearwood 

4:12- 18





C. “Live For Loving ” gloria estefan 

4:19-21
I. Tell me if it’s real

a. Last week we grappled with John challenging teaching on sin ( his stark contrasts and the difficulty get in if we forget that John was clearly trying to deal with real opponents that had risen up in his churches and were causing division and dissension.  Sin had been relegated as a relict of a pre-enlightened state or as benign to the enlightened ones.  John moves to debunk both errors and speaks to our sinful fallen natures and to the impact of sin and the need to deal with as a believer)  

b. John closed out ch 3 by reminding us of God’s greatest command which was to Love him and out of that relationship would well up the love for one another. (read vs 3:24)

c. This leads us to ch4:1 
i. “How Will You Know? John writes ( read vs 1-3)
ii. We will know what we are dealing with by the affirmation of Jesus Christ (the anointed one…The long awaited Messiah) came in the flesh as God’s (plan for the redemption of the world as we will see later in the passage)
iii. I’ve mentioned in the past couple of weeks the reality that John’s church was a what we would call a charismatic church, His expectation was that we would acknowledge that there are spirits and that we as believers through the power of God at work in us will be equipped to be discerning about what we are dealing with.
1. I myself found I was ill equipped as I left home and went off to college and then into ministry.
2. Jesus grappled directly with spirits, with Satan himself, Paul, Peter John and Jesus all give us fair warning that the world is not just what we see and touch.
3. Commentators differ on how to take this passage, if it means out and out confrontation with spirits or more likely a discerning spiritual eye for what is going on behind the scenes.  How do we know? As trends sweep our culture, “spirituality is in”  we need to listen for truth in the mouths of un believers, to be able to affirm the fragments and then direct towards the source.  
iv. And John goes on to assures us that “Love Will Conquer All (read vs 4-6) 
1. again Rev 12:11 “the accuser of the brethren will be overcome by the blood of the lamb and the word of their testimony…”  We are not out numbered or outgunned.  Remember 2 Kings 6:15-17 hills filled with chariots of Fire. (re-read vs 4-6)
2. but John continues to demonstrate the sharp demarcation between those in Christ and the world.  As we saw last week and here again, the world does not get it.  Those filled with the spirit of anti-christ are listened to, haven’t we seen that at work ( Oprah’s the secret , Hitler, L Ron Hubbard for pete’s sake).  How hard voices of truth have to work to be heard, and how quickly they are attacked or like Jesus snuffed out.  But we aren’t supposed to be discouraged that we aren’t relevant, hip or imitated, instead (John speaking to a truly persecuted people) we are to expect it.
II. “Power of Love 4:7-21John moves on (some say abruptly) though I see continuity in his thread of thought from his summary in vs 6 through vs 8 (read) John continues to explore the power of Love and the identity and root of love. First by exhorting us to …
a. Love This Way 4: 7-11
i. (Read 7-11) We hear echoes, of earlier passages, esp in ch 1 and 3.  
ii. What do we see and hear promoted as love? Lust, sensuality, immorality masquerading as romance or entertainment (Desperate housewives, sex in the city…)  But the love John  is talking about is not short lived, short sighted or self –focused.  It is instead endless, unfathomable,  and all powerful.  The Hebrew word translated unfailing love, Hesed God’s loyal love Hesed, it is demonstrated through sacrifice, gifts of life and light, it is restorative and redemptive.  And it is God, his very essence is love.  The greek word used is agape, agapao  This is the least used word for love in the classical greek but the most commonly used in the Bible.  In the Gr. it expresses the highest and noblest form of love which sees something infinitely precious in it’s object. 
iii. If this is how God loves us and we as His children are to in obedience imitate Him, what else can we do but love?  Unfortunately we do a whole lot  other than love…but the point is that If we are filled with the Spirit of God, as it says in 2 peter 1: 3 His divine power has given us everything we need for life and Godliness through our knowledge of Him who called us by His own glory and goodness.  Through these (His glory and goodness) he has given us His very great and precious promises, so that through them you may participate in  the divine nature and escape the corruption in the world caused by evil desires.
b. Perfect Love 12-19
i. Continuing in the train of thought woven throughout this letter is assurances and assistance in discernment.  (read vs. 12-19) stop at “ vs 16b God is love” when things are said twice pay attention.
ii. Now John is rec aping God’s nature and our status through Christ’s sacrifice and he speaks to our confidence that we can have esp on the day of judgement.  This is the context for the frequently quoted vs “perfect love drives out fear”  The gr word phobos, phobia suggests “terror”, significantly different from the appropriate and holy fear of God in the Hebrew yira which can also be translated “reverence”.  The terror John is specifically speaking to is the dread of judgment, punishment, and ultimate rejection by God.  (Read vs 18) being made perfect in love remember does not nec. mean we will no longer exp anxiety , rather that since perfection is the fulfillment of intended purpose, that the intention of God’s love is to fulfill our purpose which is not judgment by God, but never ending and increasing intimacy and relation ship with God.
c. Live For Loving 4:19-21
i. Which brings us to our final hit this morning’s countdown.
ii. (Read vs 19-21) In summary Why do we love because He first loved us, How can we od anything but love? And How should we then live, Love God and your neighbor…This is the model, the rubric the structure for everything in our lives, first to God then out of the abundance of that relationship everything else flows…  So maybe the beatles were right w/out knowing it ( Paul Mcartney sure learned the world’s type of love, love ain’t enough be sure a get a pre-nup right?) If when we say Love we are speaking or true love, of God himself then truly we do need is love..let’s pray
