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1 John5:1-21

Summary: 

Main Idea:

Central Idea:

1 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves His child as well.

2 This is how we know that we love the children of God; by loving God and carrying out His commands.

3  This is love for God; to obey His commands.  And His commands are not burdensome, 

4 for everyone born of God overcomes the world.  This is the victory that has overcome the world, even our faith.                  

5 Who is it that overcomes the world? Only he who believes that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 

6 This is the one who came by water and blood- Jesus Christ.  He did not come by water only, but by water and blood.  And it is the Spirit who testifies because the Spirit is the Spirit of Truth.

7 For there are three that testify; 

8 the Spirit, the water and the blood, and the three are in agreement.

9 We accept man’s testimony God’s testimony is greater because it is the testimony of God, which HE has given about His son.

10 Anyone who believes in the son of God has this testimony in his heart .  Anyone who does not believe God has made Him out to be liar, because he has not believed the testimony God has given about His son.

11 And this is the testimony; God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His son.

12 He who has the son has life; he who does not have the son of God does not have life.

13 I write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life.

14 This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us.  

15 And if we know He hears us –whatever we ask- we know that we have what we asked of Him.

16 If any one sees HIS brother commit a sin that does not lead to death, he should pray  and God will give Him life.  I refer not to those who sin lead to death.  I am not saying he should pray about that.

17 All wrongdoing is sin, and there is sin that does not lead to death. 

18 We know that anyone born of God does not continue to sin, the one who was born of God keeps Him safe, and the evil one cannot harm him.

19 WE know that we are children of God, and that the world is under the control of the evil one.

20 We know also that the son has come and has given us understanding, so that we may know Him who is true.  And we are in Him who is true- even in His son Jesus Christ.  HE is the true God and eternal life.

21 Dear children, keep yourselves from idols.

Conclusion:

So What, Now What?

1John 5

Introduction; In light of the stark language used by John the either or black and white child of God or child of satan  dichotomies he describes.  We might be tempted to try to insulate ourselves from the world as the church, but John esp. this week will not permit such an easy out.  I want us to look at an image from P Yancey what’s so amazing about Grace, … I feel as though this is the incredible challenge that we as the church face to be so full of the power of God that the world, cannot seep in…

Last week we continued our march through 1 John with a Love song inspired look at chapter 4, the apostle John continued to challenge the communities in Asia Minor in what is today Turkey; places like Laodicea, Ephesus, and Galatia.  The churches are being torn apart by strife fueled by heresy, heresy coming from the churches own ranks.  A heresy that denied the incarnation of Jesus and forced John to rearticulate the Good News, to refute the proto-gnostics, to reassure the faithful, and to point us all toward the powerful and implacable law of love.  AS John said God is love and if we do not love we do not know God.  

I.  Continuation & Summary 
  
5:1-4


A.  John continues into vs 1 ch 5 (read 5:1-3)  There are no loopholes.  While the heretics were liars, children of the devil, etc…, If we as the faithful remnant can’t muster up some love, well we are in deep trouble.  John makes it clear that obedience is love and love is obedience.  I chose to put the slide together by overlaying icons and paintings of John throughout his life nestled in an icon of John reclined against Jesus, John as “the disciple Jesus loved”  It is in light of God’s love that John speaks (read 5:3-4) and all power resides in that love.

II. Court Imagery


5:5-12

A. John then uses vs 5 to transition into an important motif esp in the Gospel of John which is the image of a courtroom. Read vs 5, 6 vs 5 reveals the source of our overcoming power, and vs 6 reiterates why we ought to believe in that power as opposed to the mysteriously attractive knowledge or gnosis being peddled by the opponents tearing apart the church.  Water and the blood-not just the water; water=baptism, blood=crucifixion.  In light of the heresy this is a bold refutation.

B. But John backs up His claim as required by Jewish law he calls witnesses, (read vs 7-10)  such testimony therefore leads to life (read vs 11-12) again the dichotomy is clear but tempered not with arrogance ion what we have in Christ but an upwelling of that life an abundance a richness of life and love that spills out and over on to any and all that we meet.

Confidence and Conclusion
5:13-21 (read vs 13-15) we hear the pastoral reassurance, and once again the language of intent, “I write these things to you” John began with the assertion that He was writing to make joy complete, certainty of our life hidden with Christ in God is truly complete joy.

A. I read the end of books, and I am defending that behaviour because God did it first, we know KNOW how this will end, maybe not all the lead up but the conclusion is not a secret.

B.  Re-read vs14.  We come boldly to God as beloved children of His, remembering that the intimacy of love and obedience are such that what else can we ask for is His will, right?

i. This is hard, because I am so often not in the light, I harden my heart to love and sin.  But sometimes I ask and in the power of the Spirit it is a real request of love and my confidence is on (re-read 15) whether or not the outcome is what I anticipated.

ii.  Now I said earlier,   “upwelling of that life, an abundance, a richness of life and love that spills out, and over, on to any and all that we meet.”  That is the quality of a life in Christ and John shores up our confidence for ourselves and then draws our gaze outward.  

iii. Do we see this, Jesus said the all the law and the prophets hung on the greatest command, “love God and love neighbor as self” do we see it? Here it is the same; John directs our Gaze; Love God, out of that relationship the security and peace come the freedom and the boldness, the perseverance and the power to love others…
iv. (Read vs 16) In reviewing several commentaries on this verse there is an interesting point to note, ie if a “brother” needs life, then they are not a fellow believer.  

1. I had assumed the brother meant follower of Christ but John seems to be adopting Jesus’ own definition of neighbor from the parable of the good Samaritan, he is casting the net wide, our fellow people should prompt us to ask, because in fact the word pray in vs 16 is the same as above in vs 15 ask, so we find ourselves filled not just with laundry list of wants that we take to the God like he’s a vending machine But instead we are filled with God’s own Spirit and (re-read vs12).

2. Read from P. Yancey “Scandal of Forgiveness”

v. Now what about all this sin that leads to death or not to death? 

1. Our lesson drew our attention to the idea of blaspheming the HS.  In context the Pharisees were pointing to the work of God and calling it the work of Satan.  They willfully rejected God’s work and person to cling to the idols that had dominated their lives.  

2. Jesus wept over Jerusalem, He berated the Pharisees and leaders who called themselves God’s mouthpieces while orchestrating God’s murder.  And HE challenged and embraced any who chose life even Nicodemus and later Paul,  Pharisees.  The spirit of Anti-christ was alive and well then , in John’s churches, and today.

3. But John like Jesus wants us to see the ”sinners” around us with Christ’s love light in our eyes, not to be obsessing about the division in the ranks, What’s the point of the church anyway, (read vs 17) meaning the ultimate death; permanent separation from God.

b. So here at vs 18 we begin John’s conclusion, with 3 powerful summary statements that draw His discussion together and to a tight but abrupt conclusion. (initially troubled, but in the flow…)

i. Read (vs 18-21)

1. 18-habitual indifference to sin or the denial that we are sinners point demonstrate that we are not born of God, But those of us born of God are untouchable to the evil one, he may tempt us, attempt to deceive us but he cannot touch us.

2. 19 as God’s very own , unlike the world that is “ not just under his control” but the greek gives the picture of the world lying in His arms like some swooned demoiselle in Dracula’s embrace.

3. 20 Finally these false teachers, proposing all sorts of wrong ideas about Jesus, WE KNOW (as a fact), (ginoskomen) true=real… so Beloved (gr. For keep here is guard) because idols are not real and the lies of the evil one, these false heresies these promises of secret saving knowledge are idols just as much as wood and stone.  What philosophies today are our idols?

4. John ends with that last practical pastoral warning and summary.

c. God’s 1st commandment of the 10 biggies is to have no other Gods, period.  Jesus again articulated that all the law and the prophets hang on the greatest command which is love.  Idolatry was the snare that captured Israels’ heart and left her unable to recognize her bridegroom when He came.  We are to be loving and obedient, to have sound doctrine and soft and tender hearts.  Apart from God we cannot do this IN Christ what else can we do?
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