
Humble Opportunities
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Saturday, December 8

(Candle of Hope)

“But as for you, the LORD 
took you and brought you out 
of the iron-smelting furnace, 
out of Egypt, to be the people 
of his inheritance, as you now 
are.” 

I want to share with you some lyrics 
from the Christian artist Bethany 
Dillon:

 Tell me when this night is over 
 And the curtain falls 
Th at I will know the truth 
When it’s the only thing 
that’s standing tall.

Oh how my heart wants to be 
reassured of that! My fl esh is this tent 
that keeps me from experiencing Jesus 
the way I really want to see Him. I 
need to know that one day I will be 
able to bow down at His feet with no 
other agenda except to hold onto His 
every breath and fi nally be eternally 
satisfi ed. Because here on earth, I get 
so easily frustrated with the daily tasks 
that distract me from being the kind of 
person I want to be for Him. I am so 
desperately trying to be a good college 
student, and am realizing that the closer 
I get to “perfection” is actually the 
farther I am from it. I have overlooked 
the most simple, humble things to try 
and better myself when, in reality, if I 
only held onto the small opportunities 
given to me, I would be far better off .

For instance, I totally blew off  
helping a semi-blind person the other 
day. I walked away and turned my head 
around and just watched her walk off . 
I could have led her to her next class. I 

could have helped her so she wouldn’t 
have had to rely on her white cane as 
much. I could have gotten to know her a 
little bit, been a friend. But I didn’t.

Maybe I was scared she wouldn’t 
trust me. Or worried it would turn into 
some big time commitment and she 
would expect me to be friends with her, 
and help her out all the time. Or what 
if she was waiting for someone else to 
help her and I simply wasn’t needed? 

Th is reminds me of some of the 
worries Moses may have had when God 
told Him He would save His people. 
Even Jesus may have had some of these 
anxious feelings when He knew He 
would be crucifi ed. But that’s the beauty 
of the advent season; Jesus comes into 
our lives and humbles Himself before 
us. Before us, the sinners! Even those 
of us who look back on our days and 
realize we could have lived more 
faithfully. Jesus is the ONLY hope we 
have in trying to change our behavior. 
And Jesus says He places His hope in 
us: “But as for you, the LORD took 
you and brought you out of the iron-
smelting furnace, out of Egypt, to be 
the people of his inheritance, as you 
now are.” (Deuteronomy 4:20).

Enjoy the anticipation of His birth—
and be reminded that He is the reason 
we don’t have to look back.
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DEUT 4:20

RESPOND:

DO:  Help someone who can’t or won’t help you in return.

PRAY: For the humility to accept help from others, especially when you are 
unable to repay them for their kindness.
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