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From the monumental to the everyday, almost every decision we make has an impact on our finances.
Where should I go to school? What kind of car should I buy? How much should I save? Should I buy this
outfit? What career path should I pursue?

You may be asking, “What do finances have to do with my spiritual life?” The Bible tells us the Lord is
sovereign over the earth and everything is His. If God is the owner, then we are His stewards. Stewards
are managers entrusted with the responsibility to make the most of our time, talent and treasure for His
glory. As we let this vital truth sink in, we begin to understand that financial decisions are spiritual
decisions. Our question becomes “How can I serve the Lord with what he has entrusted to me?”

Do you struggle to handle your money wisely as most of us do? Park Street Church’s Stewardship
Committee was formed in 2001 to help teach, assist and encourage our congregation to become better
financial stewards. With this booklet, the Committee hopes to open a dialogue about your frequently
asked questions. It would be impossible to provide in depth answers to all of your questions here. We
encourage you to engage your small group in discussion or join one of the 10-week financial Bible studies

held each semester. The Peace of Christ be with you

as you endeavor to grow more like Him,
The Stewardship Committee
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1. What does faith have to do with finances?

Jesus made many references to our relationship with money and possessions.

“15 percent of everything Christ said relates to this topic — more than His
All through Scripture there is teachings on heaven and hell combined. Why did Jesus put such an emphasis on
an intimate correlation money and possessions? Because there’s a fundamental connection between our
between the development of a spiritual lives and how we think about and handle money. We may try to divorce
person’s character and how he our faith and our finances, but God sees them as inseparable” (Alcorn).
handles money. It is regarded Faith and finances are inseparable. “In Luke 3, John the Baptist is preaching to
as an index to a person’s true crowds of people who've gathered to hear him and be baptized. Three different
character. groups ask him what they should do to bear the fruit of repentance. John gives
Howard Dayton. three answers: everyone should share clothes and food with the poor (v. 11); tax
collectors shouldn’t pocket extra money (v.13); soldiers should be content with their

wages and not extort money (v. 14). Each
answer relates to money and possessions. But

no one asked John about that! They asked what they should do to demonstrate the fruit

of spiritual transformation... [Money is] of such high priority to God that John the Stewardship is what one
Baptist couldn’t talk about spirituality without talking about how to handle money and does after he says, I believe.
possessions” (Alcorn). W.H. Greever

How we handle our finances is important to God. As we become faithful stewards, we

are invited into more intimate fellowship with God. Matthew 25:21, “His master replied,
‘Well done, good and faithful servant! You have been faithful with a few things; I will put
you in charge of many things. Come and share your master’s happiness!””

Money and possessions compete for Lordship in our life. If we are not interested in serving the Lord with His money, our
relationship with him is at risk. Matthew 6:24, “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other,
or he will be devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.”

2. Who is the owner of time, talent and treasure?
The Lord is sovereign over the earth and everything in it. Everythingis

His. God has never transferred ownership of His creation to us. Psalm

24:1 “The earth is the Lord’s, and everything in it, the world, and all who There is no portion of our time that is our
liveinit” time, and the rest God’s; there is no
God has given us the ability to produce wealth. Deuteronomy 8:17-18, portion of money that is our money, and
“You may say to yourself, ‘My power and the strength of my hands have the rest God’s money. It is all His; He
produced this wealth for me. But remember the Lord your God, for it is made it all, gives it all, and He has simply
he who gives you the ability to produce wealth.” trusted it to us for His service.

We are not our own. 1 Corinthians 6:19-20, “Do you not know that your Adolphe Monod

body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have

received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price.
Therefore honor God with your body.”

3. What is our role with time, talent and treasure?

We are stewards, entrusted with the responsibility to manage time, talent and
Use everything as if it treasure for His glory. Luke 16:10-12, “Whoever can be trusted with very little
belongs to God. It does. You can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be
are His steward. dishonest with much. So if you have not been trustworthy in handling worldly
Anonymous wealth, who will trust you with true riches? And if you have not been trustworthy
with someone else’s property, who will give you property of your own?”




4. What are our rvesponsibilities as stewards?

«

Obey the greatest commandment. Mark 12:30, “’Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind and with all your strength’. The second is this, ‘Love your neighbor as
yourself. There is no commandment greater than these.”

Let temporal things serve
your use, but the eternal be
the object of your desire.
Thomas a Kempis

Fulfill the Great Commission. Matthew 28:19-20, “Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you.”

Govern the earth. Genesis 1:28, “God blessed them and said to them, ‘Be fruitful and

increase in numbers; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds
of the air and over every living creature that moves over the ground.”

Be faithful and trustworthy in managing these responsibilities, which have been given to us in accordance with our
abilities. 1 Corinthians 4:2, “Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful.” Matthew 25:14-
15, “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he
gave five talents of money, to another two talents, and to another one talent, each according to his ability.”

5. Will'we be held accountable for our responsibilities?

All Christians will give an account of their life on Judgment Day.

1 Corinthians 3:13-15, “His work will be shown for what it is, because the Day
will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire, and the fire will test the
quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his
reward. If it is burned up, he will suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only
as one escaping through the flames.”

Live each day as though it were your
last and someday you’ll be right.
Anonymous

6. What motivates and frees us to fulfill our responsibilities as stewards?
A thankful and grateful heart. God has generously and freely given us true life through His Son. John 3:16 “For God so
loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

God promises to provide for what we need. Matthew 6:31-34, “So do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?” or ‘What shall
we drink?” or ‘What shall we wear?’ For the pagans run after all these things, and your heavenly Father knows that you need
them. But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well. Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about itself. Each day has enough trouble of its own.”

Even though our situation may be difficult, God promises to design circumstances for our ultimate good, which helps
transform us into stronger Christians. Romans 8:28, “And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.”

7. What are the characteristics of a good steward?

Studies God’s word on stewardship

Faithfully strives to:

Establish and live on a budget

Eliminate and not incur consumer debt I value all things only by

the price they shall gain
in eternity.

Set and achieve savings goals John Wesley

Give cheerfully, regularly and proportionally

Live a moderate lifestyle

Become free from worldly bondage

8. What are the characteristics of a church of good stewards?
Strengthened relationships with the Lord and each other
Increased understanding and ability to meet each other’s needs

Abundant resources to meet the needs of current ministries

An ever-expanding witness for Christ around the world
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9. Practical guidance from the Bible on the 5 ways money can be spent:
taxes, savings, lifestyle, debt and giving.

a. Taxes

We are called to pay taxes in accordance with the authorities that God has placed over us. We should not pay any more
or less than required. Matthew 22:22, “Then he said to them, ‘Give to Caesar what is Caesar’s, and to God what is God’s.
When they heard this, they were amazed. So they left him and went away.”

b. Savings

We are encouraged to: Financial maturity is
Delay gratification. Proverbs 21:20, “In the house of the wise are stores of choice giving up today’s desires for
food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” tomorrow’s benefit.
Plan ahead. Proverbs 30:24-25, “Four things on earth are small, yet they are ex- Ron Blue

tremely wise: ants are creatures of little strength, yet they store up their food in the

summer....”

Avoid a get rich quick mentality and save consistently over time. Proverbs 13:11, “Dishonest money dwindles away, but he
who gathers money little by little makes it grow.”

What are acceptable savings goals?

To provide for our families. 1 Timothy 5:8, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate
family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”

To provide for the needs of others. 2 Corinthians 8:14-15, “At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so
that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality, as it is written: ‘He who gathered much did

not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little.
To have the financial freedom to increase our service to the Lord.

c. Lifestyle

We live in one of the wealthiest nations in all of history. Why has the Lord entrusted us with so much?

God has blessed our nation and many individuals with much more than we will ever need. We were not made rich so that
we could increase our standard of living. It was so that we can be generous on every
occasion in Christ’s name. 2 Corinthians 9:11, “You will be made rich in every way so
that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result
in thanksgiving to God.”

We have a unique role in history which includes stewarding our resources. If we are
not faithful stewards, our responsibilities may be passed on to those more faithful.
Matthew 25:28-29, “Take the talent from him and give it to the one who has the ten
talents. For everyone who has will be given more, and he will have an abundance.
Whoever does not have, even what he has will be taken from him.”

If you are wealthy, the Lord
is not angry or surprised;
rather He intentionally
entrusted it you for a
purpose.

Howard Dayton

How do I choose a lifestyle that is pleasing to the Lord?

Seek the Lord’s wisdom for your lifestyle — no one lifestyle is right for

everyone. Proverbs 30:8-9, “Give me neither poverty nor riches, but give me God will not merely judge us on
only my daily bread. Otherwise, I may have too much and disown you and say, the basis of what we gave but also
‘Who is the Lord?” Or I may become poor and steal, and so dishonor the name on the basis of what we did with
of my God.” what we kept for ourselves.
Itis a community affair. Seek accountability from your Christian family. Erwin W. Lutzer
Proverbs 15:22, “Plans fail for lack of counsel, but with many advisers they

succeed.”

Ask God to free you from the love of money and its unfilled promises. Ecclesiastes 5:10,

We make a living “Whoever loves money never has money enough; whoever loves wealth is never satisfied with his
by what we get, income. This too is meaningless.”
but we make a Fulfill the intent for your riches — giving is the Lord’s antidote to materialism and
life by what we “affluenza’” 1 Timothy 6:17-19, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be
give. arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God,
Winston who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be
Churchill rich in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up treasure
for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take hold of the life
that is truly life.”



d. Debt
What is debt? Debt is money owed to anyone for anything.

The average person in our
country is three weeks away
from bankruptcy. He has little
or no money saved, regular
fixed obligations to support a
relatively high lifestyle,
significant monthly credit
obligations and a total depen-
dence on next week’s paycheck

What are the different kinds of debt? Credit card, consumer (financing for cars,
furniture or depreciable items), mortgage, school, investment and business. Loans
secured with assets such as homes or businesses are less risky if the asset can be
sold to pay the loan, however there is no guarantee.

Is it wrong to borrow money? Scripture does not prohibit borrowing. However,
borrowing is discouraged for the following reasons:

We voluntarily become servants. Proverbs 22:7,“The rich rule over the poor, and
the borrower is servant to the lender.”

Indebtedness was a curse for disobedience. Deuteronomy 28:43-45,“The alien who
lives among you will rise above you higher and higher, but you will sink lower and
lower. He will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He will be the head, but

you will be the tail. All these curses will come upon you. They will pursue you and
overtake you until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the Lord your God
and observe the commands and decrees he gave you.”

Being able to lend was a blessing of obedience. Deuteronomy 15:6, “For the Lord
your God will bless you as he has promised, and you will lend to many nations but will borrow from none. You will rule
over many nations but none will rule over you.”

Itis wrong to borrow if there is no intention to repay or if there is not a reasonable repayment plan. Psalm 37:21, “The
wicked borrow and do not repay, but the righteous give generously.”

What if I cannot make ends meet? We encourage you to seek help from your Christian family before you turn to creditors.
It is the church’s responsibility to ensure that there are no unmet needs amongst us. At Park Street Church, thereisa
benevolence fund for those in our congregation experiencing financial crisis or emergency need. For help, you can approach
your small group leader, elder or minister. Acts 2:44-45,“All the believers were
together and had everything in common. Selling their possessions and goods,
they gave to anyone as he had need.”

What are the spiritual dangers of debt?

Borrowing money presumes that we will have the means to repay in the future.
James 4:14-17, “Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow. What
is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then vanishes.
Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live and do this or that’
As itis, you boast and brag. All such boasting is evil. Anyone, then, who knows
the good he ought to do and doesn’t do it, sins.”

Borrowing money may deny an opportunity for God to provide what He knows we
need. Isaiah 55:8, ““For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord.”

Borrowing money could be a symptom of a spiritual problem. Luke 12:15, “Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

to keep the budget afloat.
Howard Dayton

Debt is never the real problem. It is
only symptomatic of the real
problem: greed, self-indulgence,
impatience, fear, poor self-image,
lack of self-discipline.

Ron Blue

Questions to ask before borrowing money:
Is it good and right to borrow this money?

Have I sought the Lord through prayer, scripture and the counsel of other Christians?
Am Iin agreement with my spouse?
Am I denying God an opportunity to provide?

Is borrowing money the only way to achieve this goal?

Isth hing dishonest about lans?
s thereanything dishonestabout my plans Getting in debt is as easy as getting

down an ice-covered mountain.
Getting out of debt is just as

Does this purchase make economic sense?

Is there a reasonable repayment plan that does not presume on

the future? difficult as climbing back up that
Will the asset I am buying certainly appreciate? same mountain.
Ron Blue

Will the monthly payments put an undue strain on my budget?

Am I choosing a career that can sustain school loans?

Is my home down payment large enough to offset a loss in value?



10. Why does the Lovd instruct us to make tithes and freewill offerings?

So we learn to fear Him. Deuteronomy 14:22-23, “Be sure to set aside a tenth of all that your fields produce each year. Eat
the tithe of your grain, new wine and oil, and the firstborn of your herds and flocks in the presence of the Lord your God at
the place he will choose as a dwelling for his Name, so that you may learn to revere the Lord your God always.”

So we learn to trust Him. Malachi 3:9-10, “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house.
Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of

3

heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.

Giving is not God’s way of
raising money; it is God’s
way of raising people into
the likeness of His Son.
Anonymous

So we recognize and give testimony to His ownership. 1 Chronicles 29:14, 16, “But who
am I, and who are my people, that we should be able to give as generously as this?
Everything comes from you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand. O
Lord our God, as for all this abundance that we have provided for building you a temple
for your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs to you.”

To remind us that heaven, not earth, is our home. We can either invest in what will last
or in what will be destroyed. Matthew 6:19-20, “Do not store up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your
heart will be also.”

To develop our Christ-like character. 2 Corinthians 8:7-9, “But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in speech, in
knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us — see that you also excel in this grace of giving. I am not
commanding you, but [ want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you know
the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through his
poverty might become rich.”

To care for one another and give testimony to our faith. 1 John 3:17, “If anyone has material possessions and sees his
brother in need but has no pity on him, how can the love of God be in him?”

11. What should be our motivation for giving?

A thankful and grateful heart.

God has generously and freely given us true life through His Son. John 3:16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one
and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.”

Jesus was obedient to the point of poverty, death and separation from the Father. 2 Philippians 2:7-8,“But made himself
nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And being found in appearance as a man, he
humbled himself and became obedient to death — even death on a cross!”

Itis a privilege and honor! 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, “For I testify that
they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege
of sharing in this service to the saints.”

God has given us two hands - one to receive

with and the other to give with. We are not . L.
cisterns made for hoarding; we are channels To encourage, build up and strengthen the Christian body through-

made for sharing. If we fail to fulfill this out the world. 2 Corinthians 8:14-15, “At the present time your plenty
divine duty and privilege, we have missed the will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply
meaning of Christanity. what you need. Then there will be equality, as it is written: ‘He who
Billy Graham gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did
not have too little.”
So that nonbelievers may praise our Father in heaven.
2 Corinthians 9:12-13, “This service that you perform is not only
supplying the needs of God’s people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. Because of the service by
which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of
Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else.” Acts 2:43-47, “Everyone was filled with awe,
and many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles. All the believers were together and had everything in
common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need. They broke bread in their homes and ate
together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their
number daily those who were being saved.”

In obedience to God’s instruction. Deuteronomy 15:11,“There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I com-
mand you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land.”



12. What is God most concerned about when it comes to giving?

We are motivated by love. Mark 12:33, “To love him with all your heart, with all
your understanding and with all your strength, and to love your neighbor as

The world asks, ‘How much yourself is more important than all burnt offerings and sacrifices.”
N
doe‘svl‘lf;lgz;e. ihnét a?sks, We give our hearts first to the Lord in personal worship. 2 Corinthians 8:3-5, “For
y Goes e gives I testify that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability.
John Raleigh Mott

Entirely on their own, they urgently
pleaded with us for the privilege of
sharing in this service to the saints. And
they did not do as we expected, but they gave themselves first to the Lord and
then to us in keeping with God’s will.”

The only safe rule is to give more
than we can spare. Our chartities

We give as an act of community worship and celebration. Deuteronomy 12:7, should pinch and hamper us. If

“There, in the presence of the Lord your God, you and your families shall eat we live at the same level of

and shall rejoice in everything you have put your hand to, because the Lord affluence as other people who

your God has blessed you.” have our level of income, we are

We give generously, decisively and cheerfully. 2 Corinthians 9:6-7, “Remem- probably gg?gL away too little.
.S. Lewis

ber this, whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows
generously will also reap generously. Each man should give what he has decided
in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a
cheerful giver.”

We give the Lord the first portion. Proverbs 3:9, “Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce.”

We give regularly and proportionally to our income. 1 Corinthians 16:2,“On the first day of every week, each one of you
should set aside a sum of money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to be
made.”

13. What are some benefits of giving?
We serve the Lord Himself. Matthew 25:40, “The King will reply, ‘I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of

>%»

these brothers of mine, you did for me.

Our relationship with God will grow. Jeremiah 22:16, “‘He defended the cause of the

poor and needy, and so all went well. Is that not what it means to know me?’ declares When we share with the
the Lord.” needy we are actually
God will meet our needs, strengthen us and guide us. Isaiah 58:10-11, “If you spend sharing with Jesus himself.

yourselves in behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed, then your Howard Dayton

light will rise in the darkness, and your night will become like the noonday. The Lord
will guide you always; he will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will
strengthen your frame. You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.”

God will bless the work of our hearts and hands. It is impossible to out-give the Lord. Deuteronomy 15:4,10-11, “How-
ever, there should be no poor among you, for in the land the Lord your God is giving you
to possess as your inheritance, he will richly bless you. ...Give generously to him and do

He is no fool who gives so without a grudging heart; then because of this the Lord your God will bless you in all
up what he cannot keep your work and in everything you put your hand to.”
in order to gain what he Our investment in the Kingdom will be multiplied. Mark 4:20, “Others, like seed sown
cannot lose. d soil. hear th d . dprod hi .
Jim Elliot on good soll, hear the word, accept it, and produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a

hundred times what was sown.”

Treasures will be laid up for us in heaven. Luke 12:32-33,“Do not be afraid, little flock,
for your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom. Sell your possessions and give
to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will not be exhausted, where no
thief comes near and no moth destroys.”



14. How much should I give?

a. Are there any limits?
There are no limits on our generosity. Paul tells us to only give away what is ours to give and to
Whoever is continue providing for the needs of our families. 2 Corinthians 8:12, “For if the willingness is there, the
capable of gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.” 1 Timothy 5:8, “If
giving is anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially for his immediate family, he has denied the faith
rich. and is worse than an unbeliever.”

Erich The Lord encourages us to give proportionally to how we have been blessed. Deuteronomy 16:16-17,
“Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will choose: at
the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the Feast of Weeks and the Feast of Tabernacles. No man should appear
before the Lord empty-handed: each of you must bring a gift in proportion to the way the Lord your
God has blessed you.”

We may be prompted by the Holy Spirit to give sacrificially. Luke 21:1-4,“As he

Fromm

looked up, Jesus saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also

saw a poor widow put in two very small copper coins. ‘I tell you the truth, he said, Giving is the secret of a healthy
‘this poor widow has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their life. Not necessairly money, but
gifts out of their wealth; but she out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” whatever a man has of
God would not prompt us to give until we were made poor unless it was in our encouragement and sympathy
bestinterest. Mark 10:21-22, “Jesus looked at him and loved him. ‘One thing you and understanding.

lack, he said. ‘Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will have John D. Rockefeller, Jr.
treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me. At this the man’s face fell. He went away

sad, because he had great wealth.”

b. The model of tithing (See Question 21 and 22b for distribution and calculation of the tithe)

Old Testament: Before the law was given, Abraham and Jacob both gave tithes to the Lord. Theirs was an act rich in symbol-
ism. At that time, the tithe was the secular king’s standard tribute. Whomever you gave your tithe to was lord of your life.
Throughout the Old Testament, the Lord instructed His chosen people to set aside a tithe as holy unto Him. This was a
strong testimony of His lordship to unbelieving nations. Tithing was an act of congregational worship and just the beginning
of giving. Throughout the year, freewill offerings were taken, primarily for the construction and maintenance of the temple.
On several occasions, more was collected than was needed (Exodus 36:5-7).

New Testament: Jesus is most concerned with a sincere heart motivated by love (see Question 12). Jesus does endorse tithing,
but does not set it aside as law. Matt 23:23, “Woe to you, teachers of the law and
Pharisees, you hypocrites! You give a tenth of your spices — mint, dill and cumin. But

All you are unable to give you have neglected the more important matters of the law — justice, mercy and
possesses you. faithfulness. You should have practiced the latter, without neglecting the former.”
André Gide c.Istithing optional? There are no biblical examples of anyone giving less than 10%

and there are many examples of people giving much more. Throughout the centuries,
believers have experienced the joy of giving. God does not need our money to build his
kingdom. He entrusts us with earthly wealth and provides us with the model of tithing to develop our character in His
image, to teach us how to trust Him, fear Him and show our love for Him. Once we experience the joy of giving, we know
our relationship is growing. Instead of using worldly wealth to increase our standard of living, we can bring glory to His
name. The Committee encourages you to make a prayerful decision about how much to give, be consistent in it and do not
become burdened by legalism. 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not
reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

15. What are some roadblocks to giving? The Bible never condermns
money itself, only the misuse
Living for the here and now. of or the wrong attitude
Living in fear that the Lord will not fulfill his promises to provide what we need. toward it.
Howard Dayton

Living in ignorance of God’s Word.

Letting our wants and desires take higher priority than honoring the Lord.



16. What are improper motivations for giving?

Pride. In Matthew 6:1-4 Jesus says, “Be careful not to do your ‘acts of righteousness’ before men, to be seen by them. If you
do, you will have no reward from your Father in heaven. So when you give to the needy, do not announce it with trumpets,
as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and on the streets, to be honored by men. I tell you the truth, they have received their
reward in full. But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your
giving may be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.”

Giving so that we may receive. Simon, a magician, tried to buy the gift of the Holy Spirit. Acts 8:18-21, “When Simon saw
that the Spirit was given at the laying on of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money and said, ‘Give me also this ability so
that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit. Peter answered, ‘May your money perish with you,
because you thought you could buy the gift of God with money! You have no part or share in this ministry, because your
heart is not right before God.”

17. Are there any repercussions from not giving?

Our Christ-like character remains underdeveloped. 2 Corinthians 8:7-9, “But just as you excel in everything — in faith, in
speech, in knowledge, in complete earnestness and in your love for us — see that you also excel in this grace of giving. ITam
not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. For you
know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that you through
his poverty might become rich.”

«c

‘We miss out on demonstrations of God’s faithfulness. Malachi 3:9-10, “‘Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that
there may be food in my house. Test me in this, says the Lord Almighty, ‘and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of
heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it.””

We live as if earth, not heaven, is our home. We are saved, but we may shortchange
our impact for the Kingdom. 1 Corinthians 3:12-15, “If any man builds on this founda-
tion using gold, silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, his work will be shown for what
itis, because the Day will bring it to light. It will be revealed with fire and the fire will test
the quality of each man’s work. If what he has built survives, he will receive his reward. If

Unless you and I commit
ourselves to concrete plans
for increasing our giving,

(I)ZZ ij)?fnj%iglglzrxi itisburned up, he V:’,ﬂl suffer loss; he himself will be saved, but only as one escaping
have all died from through the flames.
suffocating luxury. God may not trust us with heavenly riches. Luke 16:11,“ So if you have not been
Eva Den Hartog trustworthy in handling worldly wealth, who will trust you with true riches?”

Our prayers may go unanswered. Proverbs 21:13, “If a man shuts his ears to the cry of
the poor, he too will cry out and not be answered.”

18.1s it ever helpful to speak publicly about our giving?

‘We may make this information available to our church or ministries so that they can plan their annual budget or access
gifts given (i.e. applying for grants from relevant charitable foundations).

‘We may have an opportunity to encourage our brothers and sisters in their giving. David made a public example of
himself in providing all of his resources to build the Lord’s temple. He challenged the leaders to be generous and whole-
hearted. 1 Chronicles 29:9, “The people rejoiced at the willing response of their leaders, for they had given freely and whole-
heartedly to the Lord. David the king also rejoiced greatly.”

19'WH«at !fmy spouse and I do not agree on Have you ever stopped to think that

gi’V mg gOCLB’. Christ never gave anyone money? The
riches of the world were His for the taking
and His to give away, yet when the poor
and the hungry came to Him, He didn’t

give them money and He rarely gave them
food; He gave them love and service and

the greatest gift of all— Himself.
Anonymous

Don’tlet giving be a stumbling block between you and your spouse.
There should be agreement on whatever gifts are made, even if they are
not as much as you would like. God is most concerned with a sincere
heart motivated by love, rather than with the actual amount of a gift. Let
your life continue to be an example of holy reverence and overflowing joy
from Christ’s love (1 Peter 3:1-7). One suggestion is to agree with your
spouse to make smaller gifts based on your family’s economic forecast,
reevaluating the amount at the end of each year.
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Should I wait until my investments have grown to give gifts?

There are three kinds of giving: grudge
giving, duty giving, and thanksgiving.
Grudge giving says, ‘I hate to,” duty giving
says, ‘I ought to, thanksgiving says, ‘I
want to.” The first comes from constraint,
the second from a sense of obligation, the
third from a full heart. Nothing much is
conveyed in grudge giving since ‘the gift

Many make the argument that they are investing their tithes and
offerings, so that they can give more in the future. The Stewardship
Committee would advise against this for the following reasons:

There is no better investment than in the kingdom to come! God can
bless your investment in ways that are beyond your imagination. He is
a much better “investment manager” than anyone you can hire. Mark
4:20, “Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept it, and
produce a crop — thirty, sixty or even a hundred times what was
sown.”

You are taking the following risks:

without the giver is bear” Something more
happens in duty giving, but there is no
song in it. Thanksgiving is an open gate
into the love of God.
Robert N. Rodenmayer

You are presuming that your investments will grow in the future. James
4:14-17,“Why, you do not even know what will happen tomorrow.
What is your life? You are a mist that appears for a little while and then
vanishes. Instead, you ought to say, ‘If it is the Lord’s will, we will live
and do this or that’ As it is, you boast and brag. All such boasting is
evil. Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn’t do
it, sins.”

Your heart’s desire to give may be affected by covetousness. Luke 12:15, “Then he said to them, ‘Watch out! Be on your guard
against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.”

Your life might be required of you. Waiting to give all your money to a Christian ministry in your will is not an act of faith
that God can bless. The Committee encourages you to give regularly and proportionally from your income and to make
plans for your estate. Luke 12:20, “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’”

21. Where should our gifts go?

Guidance from the Old Testament:

a. Where did the tithe go?

See graph.

b. Why were freewill offerings taken?
Offerings above and beyond the tithe were
taken primarily for the construction, furnish-
ing, repair and maintenance of the temple. The
Israelites gave willingly, as prompted by the
Holy Spirit. Exodus 35:5, 21, “Moses said to
the whole Israelite community, ‘This is what
the Lord has commanded: From what you
have, take an offering for the Lord.” ...And
everyone who was willing and whose heart
moved him came and brought an offering to
the Lord for the work on the Tent of Meeting,
for all its service, and for the sacred gar-
ments.”

Every year, the Isrealites journeyed to the temple and ate of the tithe
in the Lord’s presence in a joyous celebration (Deuteronomy 14:22-28).
The remainder of the tithe was utilized as follows:

[ Two-thirds was used to feed and
provide for the tribe of Levi, as they
had no inheritance (Numbers 18:24-
29). Today this is our ministers,
church staff and missionaries.

33%

I One-third was used to feed and
provide for the Hebrew widows,
orphans and Gentile poor living
within the Hebrew city (Deuter-
onomy 14:28-29). Today, this is
our widows, orphans and the
unsaved poor in our community.

Guidance from the New Testament:

Paul admonishes us to support our local

church. 1 Timothy 5:17-18, “The elders who

direct the affairs of the church well are worthy of double honor, especially those whose work is preaching and teaching. For
the Scripture says, ‘Do not muzzle the ox while it is treading out the grain, and ‘The worker deserves his wages.”

There is nothing in the New Testament indicating that all of our gifts must go to the local church. In the Old Testament,
tithes were used for the ministers, church staff, missionaries, widows, orphans and the unsaved poor in the community. A
portion of our gifts could be given to Christian ministries that meet these needs, especially if our local church does not.
There should be no unmet needs within the church. Acts 2:44-45, “All the believers were together and had everything in

common. Selling their possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.”
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22.0ther questions about tithes and offerings:
a.When should the tithe be calculated? Historically, the tithe was calculated at the end of the

harvest (Deuteronomy 14:22). Paul encourages us to set aside the money as it is earned. 1
For God loves a Corinthians 16:2, “On the first day of every week, each one of you should set aside a sum of
cheerful giver. money in keeping with his income, saving it up, so that when I come no collections will have to
Paul be made.”
b. How is the tithe calculated? There is a continuing debate about whether the tithe is calculated

before or after taxes. Make a prayerful decision, be consistent in it and do not become

burdened by legalism.
Arguments to support a post-tax tithe: We cannot give away what is not ours to give. Taxes are not ours to give away, because
we cannot make an alternate decision on how to spend this money. 2 Corinthians 8:12, “For if the willingness is there, the
gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.” God commanded the Israelites to leave
edges of their fields for the poor. As the edges were never theirs, they did not include it in their tithe. The edges of the fields,
like modern day taxes, were utilized to redistribute wealth. Leviticus 23:22, “When you reap the harvest of your land, do not
reap to the very edges of your field or gather the gleanings of your harvest. Leave them for the poor and the alien. [ am the
Lord your God.”

Arguments to support a pre-tax tithe: Although we do not have control over the money required of us in taxes, we do benefit
from it. Those benefits can be considered part of our blessings. Deuteronomy 16:17, “Each of you must bring a gift in
proportion to the way the Lord your God has blessed you.”

c.Should one tithe on business income? When the law of tithing was given, there was less separation between business and
personal income. Today, it is appropriate to tithe on business income. Some business owners

give the Lord an ownership interest in their business and give gifts as their business prospers.

“Many times business profits are tied up in non-cash assets, such as buildings, equipment, What I kept I lost.
stocks or product. A business should not give from the portion that belongs to any creditors What I spent I had.
or any employees. Business tithes should be given from business profit after overhead What I gave I have.
expenses, employees’ salaries and creditors have been paid” (Larry Burkett). Persian Proverb
d. Should one tithe while in debt? If you have borrowed money out of God’s will (see

Question 9D for questions to ask before borrowing money), know that we have a merciful

high priest in Jesus, who sympathizes with us in our weakness (Hebrew 4:15) and who is ready to hear our confession and
forgive (1 John 1:9). In this case, the Stewardship Committee advises you to discontinue tithing until you are debt-free. This
recommendation is based on the following:

Our future earnings have already been committed to various lenders and cannot be given away. 2 Corinthians 8:12, “For if the
willingness is there, the gift is acceptable according to what one has, not according to what he does not have.”

By not repaying at the earliest opportunity, we are continuing to presute
on the future. Proverbs 3:27-28, “Do not withhold good from those who
deserve it, when it is in your power to act. Do not say to your neighbor,
‘Come back later; I'll give it tomorrow, when you now have it with you.”
Tithing is no less or more spiritual than debt repayment. 1 Samuel 15:22,
“Does the Lord delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices as much as in
obeying the voice of the Lord? To obey is better than sacrifice, and to
heed is better than the fat of rams.”

God is concerned with our heart’s desire to commit to Him first, rather than with the actual amount of our gift. Consider
continuing to make consistent smaller gifts as a reminder of your commitment to God. 2 Corinthians 9:7, “Each man should
give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.”

If we make the prayerful decision to reduce our giving in order to pay off debts, we should take a close look at our lifestyle to
ensure that we are not robbing God for ourselves. Malachi 3:8-9, “’Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. But you ask, ‘How
do we rob you?’ In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse - the whole nation of you - because you are robbing me.”

The Lord will honor our desire to repay our debts. In 2 Kings 4:1-7, the Lord supernaturally provided oil for a widow to repay
her debts.

e. Should one tithe on gifts or inheritances?
The tithe is calculated on current earnings (Deuteronomy 14:22-28). We can make freewill offerings from gifts or inherit-
ances, but this is not a tithe.

He gives nothing but worthless gold who
gives from a sense of duty.
James Russell Lowell

f. Should one tithe on child support or alimony?
It is not appropriate to tithe on child support, as it is a provision for your children (2 Corinthians 8:12). Itis appropriate to
tithe on alimony, as it is part of your income.
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g Should one tithe on the proceeds from the sale of a house or other property?
The tithe is calculated on current earnings (Deuteronomy 14:22-28). Itis appropriate to tithe on any money we make (gain)
on the sale of a house or other property.

h. Does the time we give to the Lord in service count towards the tithe? The tithe, as defined in
It is not what we the Old Testament, is based on monetary earnings (Deuteronomy 14:22-28). Time in service is not
take up, but what included in calculating the tithe, however, many Christians apply the model of tithing to their time.

we give up that i. Should one make tithes and offerings if family members need financial help? God admon-

mabkes us rich. ishes us to take care of our families. It is appropriate to redirect our offerings to provide for our
Henry Ward family if there are no other resources available. Exodus 20:12, “Honor your father and your

Beecher mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you.” Matthew 15:5-6,

“But you say that if a man says to his father or mother, ‘Whatever help you might otherwise have
received from me is a gift devoted to God, he is not to ‘honor his father’ with it. Thus you nullify
the word of God for the sake of your tradition.” 1 Timothy 5:8, “If anyone does not provide for his relatives, and especially
for his immediate family, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.”

If we make the prayerful decision to reduce or discontinue our tithe in order to help our

family members, we should to take a close examination of our lifestyle to ensure that

we are not robbing God for ourselves. Malachi 3:8-9, ““Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me.” But you ask, ‘How do we rob

3%

you?’ ‘In tithes and offerings. You are under a curse-the whole nation of you-because you are robbing me:.

j. Can our tithes and offerings go to secular nonprofit organizations? The tithe is set aside

for God (Leviticus 27:30-34). The Bible does not prohibit making gifts to secular organiza-

tions, but those gifts are not considered tithes and freewill offerings. As we give, we live.

Sidney Greenberg

k. What s a first fruit offering? As an exercise of faith, the Israelites were instructed to bring

a symbolic offering to the Lord from the first harvest of the year. Leviticus 23:9-10,“The
Lord said to Moses, ‘Speak to the Israelites and say to them: When you enter the land I am
going to give you and you reap its harvest, bring to the priest a sheaf of the first grain you harvest.”

23. Where can I learn about movre about stewardship?

Education Opportunities: Embarking on the journey toward true financial freedom is not an easy task, so don’t go it alone!
Whether you’ve “got it all together” or are struggling financially, now is the right time to discover what the Bible says about
managing money. The Stewardship Committee regularly offers the following:

10-Week Crown Financial Bible Studies: This study is both spiritual and practical. Topics include

earning, spending, saving, investments, lifestyle, debt, seeking counsel, honesty and gaining an eternal
It is more perspective. You will implement basic financial planning tools and be inspired in your efforts by the truth
blessed to of God’s word. Over 100 Park Streeters have graduated from this study over the past two years. Graduates
give than confirm that they are getting out of debt, becoming consistent savers, generous givers, prudent consumers
to receive. and their marriages are being strengthened. Studies begin in late September, late January and early June.
é;s:zt One-Day Budget Course: During this course you will develop a personal Spending Plan (a.k.a. budget)
for the coming year. To help you stick to your plan, you will choose between three different record-keeping
systems. Most importantly, through studying God’s word you will discover how being financially faithful

can help you become financially free. The course will be held in the Fall and Spring each year.

Literature: For books, Bible studies, articles, free counseling and a myriad of tools for people of all ages, see Crown
Financial Ministries at www.crown.org or 1-800-722-1976. The mission of Crown is, “Teaching people God’s financial

principles in order to know Christ more intimately and to be free to serve Him.”

Stewardship Committee: The vision of the Stewardship Committee is to teach, assist and encourage our congregation to
become better financial stewards. Our goal is to become a church of people who are financially faithful and free...free to love
the Lord with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength...free to love our neighbors as ourselves. ..and free to do our part to
fulfill the Great Commission (Matthew 28:18-20). Members of the Committee would be happy to field your questions or

direct you to resources. You can email us at stewardship@parkstreet.org.
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24. Stewardship Committee Biographies

Tiffany Helleson, Committee Member 1 have been attending Park Street for four years since I moved to
Boston from Beaverton, OR. I graduated with a BA in history, French and International Studies and was
amazed when God led me to a job in finance, becoming a sales assistant, fully licensed with the Securities
and Exchange Comission. Currently I work as part of the venture capital team at Smith Barney. God has
given me this experience for a reason. Money and financial decisions pervade our daily lives, yet it is one
subject that makes most of us uncomfortable. I have made many mistakes and selfish decisions, but God
has graciously steered me back to him and given me a passion for Stewardship. I feel extremely blessed to
serve in a ministry that allows me to combine my work experience and life’s lessons with a desire to educate.
My focus has been amongst the twenty-something community where putting these financial principles
into action early can save years of stress, discontentment, and heavy financial burdens down the road. It is
never too late to start, but also never too early to begin!

Joan Leighton, Committee Member, Deacon 1have lived in the Boston area my whole life, except for a five
year stint in Denver, Colorado after college. I currently live in Belmont with my husband Bob, whom I
married at Park Street in 1990. I have attended Park Street since 1984 and became a member in 1986. I
currently attend the 8:30 am service. I have served on the Finance & Administration Committee, as the
coordinator of the FOCUS Friendship Partner program with my husband Bob for several years and
taught 2nd-3rd grade Sunday school. I practice full-time as a Certified Public Accountant/Certified Finan-
cial Planner in Concord, MA, helping individuals and families with tax and financial planning issues. I
joined the Stewardship Committee to help others learn how to manage their resources more in line with
Biblical principles.

Rob Wilson, Committee Member Raised in Walpole, Massachusetts, I graduated from Boston University,
where I received a Bachelor of Science degree in Business Administration with a dual concentration in
Finance and MIS. Currently,I am the Treasury Manager for Bain & Company, a strategy consulting firm
based in Boston’s Back Bay. I have attended Park Street Church’s evening service for about 8 years. In
addition, I am very happily married to Kyran Wilson, who has been my better half for 3 years. I joined the
Stewardship Committee to help blend my natural and professional interest in finance with my Christian
faith.

Sandy Young, Committee Chairman Buffalo, NY is my hometown, but I can’t claim to be a Bills fan. In
1997, 1 moved to Boston to work with Price Waterhouse. I began attending Park Street in the summer of
1998 and became a member in 2001. Through the years, I have been involved with Café, Espresso Joy and
numerous bible studies. I graduated in 1997 with a BS/MBA from SUNY at Buffalo, becoming a Certified
Public Accountant (CPA) in 1999. In 2000, I was fortunate to begin work as the Financial Controller at Park
Street Church, a job that I love and cherish. CPA’s are known for their skill in accounting for other people’s
money, but they are notorious for not taking good care of their own finances. Unfortunately, I was no
exception and the poor decisions I made when I was younger were a spiritual burden for years. When I
came to work at PSC, I was encouraged to help others with their finances, something I was not prepared to
do. Over the years, however, I began reading books and holding Bible studies. God’s love and mercy gave
me the motivation to “get my financial house in order” and small groups gave me the accountability I
needed. God has entrusted us with much, especially here in the United States, and it is exciting to witness
God’s people employ their resources in His service out of a heart of love and thankfulness.
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For more information, contact Sandy Young at (617) 523-3383, Ext. 311 or
stewardship@parkstreet.org.
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