
On August 24, I received a call-out to
assist in the Minnesota Disaster Relief
effort. Before accepting, I wanted to
review the requirements and responsibili-
ties expected. I felt I had the training and
spiritual attitude focused to meet the chal-
lenge. Would my medical and physical
health limitations hinder or enhance my
performance? Lastly, I reviewed the per-
sonal attitude check list provided in the
Southern Baptist Disaster Relief manual:
1. Do I have a servant’s heart or am I

thinking about my needs much of the
time? 
2. Am I willing to take directions from oth-

ers or am I resentful of demands made of
me? 
3. Do I know how to be part of the team

or do I need to be in charge? 
4. Am I willing to work wherever needed

or am I inflexible? 
These are good questions to ask myself
each day, not just on call-out. Feeling
comfortable with my decision, I referred to
the manual’s packing check list, cancelled
appointments, acquired a dog sitter,
rescheduled my activities for the next ten
days, and returned a Yes answer.

Little destruction could be seen on the
main road, but just a few miles away in the
lower areas were rows of homes com-
pletely destroyed or severely damaged by
water, mud, and mold. The roads and
bridges had extensive damage and a 
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ROUND-UP!

segment the railroad was twisted like a
pretzel. Some home owners on the bluff
of the river lost up to ninety feet of prop-
erty, leaving the homes dangling in thin
air. There was a trailer park in Stockton
that was completely swallowed by the
mud slide. Most residences had no flood
insurance.

Everyone had a story to tell. A debt-
free, retired couple now face a mort-
gage. School children relive their night-
mare in dreams. One man tied his boat
to a tree limb so he would not be swept
away. A few stories made the news, but
most are written in the minds of those
trying to put their lives back together.
The children talked freely of school start-
ing in a week, losing their homes, par-
ents not having jobs, the cold weather
approaching, and families being split up.

My heart wanted me to stay longer but
it was recommended to stay a week
only. Would I do it again? You bet! 

Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year,

Diane Plott Burnett
Sheldon Baptist Church



We have again been fortunate with no Atlantic hurricanes in 2007.  We have been busy in Peru (earthquake),
Winnona, Minnesota, and as I write this column the Missouri, Kansas, and Oklahoma winter storm.  We baked
bread loaves at South Carolina Baptist Conventions Annual Meeting in Florence.  We also participated in
“Homes for the Homeless” in Columbia the weekend before Thanksgiving.

Our Task Force met on December 1st and has planned our training conferences for 2008.  We are looking
for sites for 2009.  If you think you church could host a regional or state-wide training, please contact my office
at (800) 723-7242 for Cliff (ext. 5520) or Brenda (ext. 5500).  We would need 12-14 rooms that could seat 50-
100 people and a meeting area that could seat 400-500 total and could feed that same amount.

Choice Watson, Bill Hightower, and myself just returned from the North American Mission Board (NAMB)
State Directors’ Winter Meeting in Fresno, California.  South Carolina Baptist Disaster Relief have become
major players with 114 units and 5,600 + trained volunteers.

We have been and will be participating in Homeland Security Drills to prepare for different types of scenar-
ios that could happen any time.

Please continue to find local opportunities to do ministry evangelism as we use our “Story to Tell.”

We Are Ambassadors for Christ,

Disaster Relief Group Director
South Carolina Baptist Convention

“Disaster Relief Introduction to Chaplaincy T eams” 

A Note From the Disaster Relief Director ...

An Introduction to Disaster Relief Team Chaplaincy will be offered this spring.  A prerequisite of having six
(6) hours of crisis intervention, National Victims Assistance Organization(NOVA) training (40 hours), Critical
Incident Stress Management (CISM) training, or Ministry in Crisis training.

The goal of this class is to give guidelines on real time chaplaincy in the field such as the Do’s and Don’ts
in Disaster Relief ministry work, but the main emphasis to show compassion to victims and also relief work-
ers.  A field manual is in the process to have for a guide to assist in team chaplaincy.

This class will follow the six hour class of Crisis Intervention.  Marc Cantrell and Rachel Anne Fleming will
be the trainers for this class.

We are all unique in God’s own masterful plan but our parents were not very imaginative in choosing our
names. In working with our volunteers throughout the state, we have come to notice many of you have the
same name as your neighbor in the next city or town.  This is causing a huge slowup on our inputting of
classes that you have each taken.  We are having to call you or look deeper into the hard files to make sure
the correct person gets credit for the classes he or she took.  You can help us out by putting your CORRECT
name (not nickname) on the sign-in sheet and either your social or the town/city in which you live (the street
address would be even better).  This will save us time in getting the updated information out to your unit coor-
dinators in a timely manner. Remember we all need to update our training every three years.  

Thanks,
Brenda

“You and I have the SAME name! ” 



TRAINING AT MYRTLE BEACH COMMUNITY CHURCH
FEBRUARY 29 & MARCH 1, 2008

Myrtle Beach Community Church
3015 Theatre Drive

Myrtle Beach, South Carolina 29579
(843) 236-9700

From Columbia
Take I-26 to I-20 East towards Florence. Take I-20 to I-95 North. Take exit 170, SC-327 follow until you come to West Palmetto
Street/US 76. Continue on US 76 goes into SC -576 E.  SC 576 E becomes US-501S. Follow into the George Bishop Parkway/River
Oaks Drive ramp.  Take the ramp toward Outlet Blvd. Turn slight right onto George Bishop Parkway. Turn left onto Outlet Blvd. Turn
right onto Theatre Drive.
Hotels in the Area
Holiday Inn West Staybridge Hotel Springmaid Beach Resort
101 Outlet Blvd. 3163 Outlet Blvd. 3200 South Ocean Blvd. 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina Myrtle Beach, South Carolina Myrtle Beach, South Carolina    
(877) 438-0200 (843) 903-4000 (843) 315-7100

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Registration
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Introduction to Disaster Relief (for all NEW volunteers)
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Session 1
Baptist Global Response (International)
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery Classroom
Child Care
Command Post
Crisis Intervention - BasicFeeding 
ICS 100  
Laundry 
Medical
Mud-Out
Sheltering

4:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Disaster (for all NEW volunteers)
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Session 2
Assessment
Chainsaw/Recovery Classroom
Communications - Basic
Command Post
COPE
Crisis Intervention - Intermediate 

Feeding  
International Disaster Relief
Medical
Re-Build
Shower

6:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Supper (feeding unit will be serving for those that wish to eat
at the church-extra time allotted if you wish to eat out)

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Plenary Session
Special Emphasis on Evangelism and 
Coastal Evacuations

SATURDAY, MARCH 01
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Devotions & Instructions for Saturday Sessions

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Breakfast
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Introduction to Disaster Relief (for all NEW volunteers) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Session 3
Baptist Global Response (International)
Assessment 
Blue Hat 
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery Lab
Child Care
Communications-Basic
Command Post
Crisis Intervention - Advanced 
ICS 100
Laundry
Medical 
Mud-Out

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Lunch
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

12:00 noon  - 2:00 p.m. Session 4
Assessment
Blue Hat 
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery
Chaplaincy Team - Intro
COPE
Feeding 
ICS 100
Medical 
Rebuild
Shower
Sheltering

2:00 p.m. Adjournment



TRAINING AT NORTH AUGUST FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
MARCH 28 & 29, 2008

FRIDAY, MARCH 28
1:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Registration
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

1:30 p.m. - 2:00 p.m. 
Introduction to Disaster Relief (for all NEW volunteers)
2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Session 1
Baptist Global Response (International)
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery Classroom
Child Care
Command Post
Crisis Intervention - Basic
Feeding 
ICS 100  
Laundry 
Medical
Mud-Out
Sheltering

4:30 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. 
Introduction to Disaster (for all NEW volunteers)
4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. Session 2
Assessment
Chainsaw/Recovery Classroom
Communications - Basic
Command Post
COPE
Crisis Intervention - Intermediate 
Feeding  
International Disaster Relief
Medical
Re-Build
Shower

6:00 p.m. - 7:45 p.m.
Supper (feeding unit will be serving for those that wish to eat at the
church-extra time allotted if you wish to eat out)

8:00 p.m. - 10:00 p.m.
Plenary Session
Special Emphasis on Evangelism and 
Coastal Evacuations

SATURDAY, MARCH 29
7:30 a.m. - 8:00 a.m.
Devotions & Instructions for Saturday Sessions

8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.
Breakfast
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

8:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. 
Introduction to Disaster Relief (for all NEW volunteers) 
9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. Session 3
Baptist Global Response (International)
Assessment 
Blue Hat 
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery Lab
Child Care
Communications-Basic
Command Post
Crisis Intervention - Advanced
ICS 100
Laundry
Medical 
Mud-Out

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon
Lunch
I.D.’s & Clothing Store Open

12:00 noon  - 2:00 p.m. Session 4
Assessment
Blue Hat 
C.E.R.T. Intro
Chainsaw/Recovery
Chaplaincy Team - Intro 
COPE
Feeding 
ICS 100
Medical 
Rebuild
Shower
Sheltering

2:00 p.m. Adjournment

North August a First Baptist Church
625 Georgia Avenue

North August a, South Carolina 29841
(803) 279-6370

From Columbia
Take I-20 towards August.  Take the SC-230 S Exit #1 toward North Augusta. Turn left onto SC-230/Martintown Road West.  Turn right
onto Georgia Avenue/US-25BR. 

Hotels in the Area
Sleep Inn & Suites Marriott  Ramada Country Inn and Suites
921 Edgefield Road Two Tenth Street 640 Broad Street 103 Sherwood Drive
North Augusta, South Carolina  Augusta, Georgia        Augusta, Georgia  Augusta, Georgia
(803) 202-0209 (706) 722-8900 (706) 722-5541 (706) 736-8988



STATEWIDE DISASTER 
RELIEF TRAINING CONFERENCE

q Myrtle Beach, February 29 & March 1
OR

q North August a First, March 28 & 29

Reservation Deadline:  February 25, 2008 for Myrtle Beach and March 23, 2008 for North Augusta

You will be responsible for making your own housing arrangements at a local motel.  Please no one under 18 years of age. 

Name _______________________________ E-Mail Address ___________________________
Mailing Address _______________________________________________________________
City _________________________________ S tate ___________________ Zip _____________
Day Phone # __________________________Night Phone # ___________________________
Church _______________________________Association _____________________________

CONFERENCE FEES 

Returning Volunteers.................................$10.00

New Volunteers (a one time cost).............$15.00

Volunteer Training Fee     $                        X  #                      of Volunteers = Total Amount Included    $

Costs reflects registration fees, meals, and disaster relief training materials.  Meals will be provided by our Disaster Relief Feeding team
this training.   Make your check payable to South Carolina Baptist Convention and mail to: South Carolina Baptist Convention, Disaster
Relief Group, 190 Stoneridge Drive, Columbia, South Carolina 29210.  Any questions? E-mail us at brendalugmayer@scbaptist.org.

On-line registration available at www.scbaptist.org as of January 1, 2008.

FOR OFFICE USE ONLY

Date Received __________________
Check Amount __________________
Check No. _____________________
Bank _________________________

 

Disaster Relief Store hours during training events will be:
First Day Second Day
12:00 noon - 7:00 p.m. 8:00 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon

Please take note that the Disaster Relief S tore only accept s cash or checks and is not set up for credit or debit.
Also note that White Oak Conference Center does not have an ATM (we are at White Oak every fall). 

Refunds/Cancellations:  Registrations are refundable if cancellation is received prior to 30 days before conference date. Registrations
are refundable if illness (doctor’s note needed) or a death in family.  Registrations are transferable to another party, if notified in a time-
ly manner.  Registrations may be carried over to next event, if request is made prior to the original event date.

UP AND COMING
DISASTER RELIEF TRAINING DATES 

SPRING 2009 CONFERENCE
The spring Disaster Relief Conference is scheduled for
March 2009.  Exact date and location to be announced
at a later time.

FALL 2008 CONFERENCE
The fall Disaster Relief Training Conference is scheduled
for Thursday, October 9 and Friday, October 10, 2008 at
White Oak Conference Center.

Disaster Relief Clothing Protocol
T-shirts, Golf Shirts, caps, visor caps, and jackets are to be worn ONLY during a disaster relief training event, aware-
ness conference, or during work at a disaster site.  Also, these items are to be worn by disaster relief trained
persons ONL Y.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO
BERRY CREAMER WINNER OF THE 2007 WATSON AWARD 

and
HENRY SIMMONS WINNER OF THE 2007 B UCKNER AWARD

Congratulations go to BERRY CREAMER, winner of the South Carolina Baptist Disaster
Relief highest award, THE WATSON AWARD.  The Watson award is given to the person
who personifies a LIFETIME of service in the area of Disaster Relief.  Local, state,
national, and international disaster relief service are a prerequisite for this award. Berry
has work for many years as a key member of the SCDR Task Force and part of the
training team, as well as running  a disaster relief unit for the Saluda Association.

Congratulations also go to HENRY SIMMONS, winner of the South Carolina Baptist
Disaster Relief, BUCKNER AWARD.   This award goes to an individual who has been a
leader in both South Carolina Baptist Disaster Relief but also in allied areas such as the
American Red Cross, Salvation Army, Emergency Management, and Campers on
Mission, etc.  Henry has served many years with SCDR teaching and coordinating our
sheltering program.  He has also worked along side the American Red Cross in their
sheltering program, caring for those who are in immediate crisis.

The Tommy Thompson Award will be given out at the spring training.


