Space and Dimensions Recommendations

Rules of Thumb is intended to provide general guidelines for estimation of property, building space, and other needs prerequisite to actual planning. It is not a substitute for actual 

planning and design.

A rule of thumb is useful only in making approximations and should not be used 

dogmatically. Understanding the variables affecting their values is essential in their 

application to specific situations.

This document is based on requirements and recommendations for Southern Baptist Churches in America in general and may or may not apply in any given situation. To discuss your particular needs, call Church Architecture at 615.251.2466.

Site Planning

Facilities for worship, education, fellowship, administration, parking:


1 acre per 100-125 in attendance on site at one time.


Outdoor recreation: 2 to 4 additional acres

Note: These requirements are based on usable acres. Zoning regulations, storm water 

retention requirements, utility easements, irregular property shape, steep slopes, and 

low-lying areas may reduce usable acreage.

Parking
One space for every 2.0 to 2.5 people in attendance on site at one time. Parking ground 

coverage: 100-110 spaces per acre used for parking only. (Assumes efficient layout with parking on both sides of driving lanes and allowing for some landscaping and general 

access.) 

Note: 90° parking on both sides of tow-away driving lanes is generally the most efficient layout for parking.


Parking space dimensions:


Standard:
9 feet by 18 feet


Handicapped:
8 feet by 18 feet, with 5 foot access aisle


	Total Parking in Lot
	Required Minimum Number of 

Accessible Spaces

	1
	to
	25
	1

	26
	to
	50
	2

	51
	to
	75
	3

	76
	to
	100
	4

	101
	to
	150
	5

	151
	to
	200
	6

	201
	to
	300
	7

	301
	to
	400
	8

	401
	to
	500
	9

	501
	to
	1000
	2 percent of total

	1001
	to
	over
	20 plus 1 for each 100 over 1000


Worship Center

General Building Size

Up to 300 capacity

15-17 feet per person

Above 200 capacity
12-18 feet per person

Note: Rectangular buildings with straight row seating require less space per person than 

buildings with radial seating. In some instances, ten square feet per person is adequate in straight row seating for buildings with capacity over 500.

Pulpit Platform

Front to back depth:

7 feet minimum; larger buildings require 10 feet or more.

Height (based on flat floor in seating area): 

Fewer than eleven rows of congregational seating: 2 feet maximum.

Up to eighteen rows of congregational seating; 3 feet maximum.

Distance from platform to front pew:

7 feet minimum; larger buildings require 8 feet or more.

Note: With a Lord’s Supper table platform of 4 feet, 10 to 12 feet will be required.

Choir Area

Choir capacity:


10-12 percent of congregational capacity

Choir rows:


3 feet minimum depth

Back and front rows:

3 feet, 2 inches minimum depth

Seating: Movable chairs at 24 inches width per person

Surfaces: Acoustically reflective floor, walls and ceiling surfaces recommended.

Floor covering: Hardwood, stone or vinyl; carpet not recommended under piano or in choir area.

Congregational Seating
Local building codes and the National Life Safety Code adopted by the locality should be consulted for 

minimum requirements.

Row spacing: 34 inches minimum, 36 inches or more recommended

Row lengths and seating: Average space per person, 20 inches width; 13 to 14 persons 

maximum on each row.
Note: Most building codes are based on 18 inches per person.

Handicapped seating: Requirements vary by locality. The following requirements from the Americans with 

Disabilities Act (ADA) may be used as guidelines for 

Worship Center with fixed seating.

Aisle width (check local codes): Center or main aisle, 4 feet minimum; 5 feet or more recommended.

Side aisles, 2 feet, 6 inches minimum.

Some codes require 3 feet, 8 inches

Note: A center aisle less than 6 feet wide is tight for weddings and funerals.

Vestibule/Lobby

Serving worship center only: 1½ to 2½ square feet per seat in worship center.

 Fellowship lobby serving worship center and education space: 15%to 25% of the Worship Center area.

Balcony

Capacity: 
Less than 50% of main floor seating.

Riser Depth:
3 feet 6 inches for first row



3 feet 2 inches for the back row



3 feet for other rows

Cross aisles:
4 feet minimum

Other aisles:
Same as aisle width on the main floor

Stairwells:
Two to outside exits minimum (One may be sufficient for less than 50 seat 

capacity.)

	Capacity of 

Seating in 

Assembly Areas
	Number of Required Wheel Chair 

Locations

	4
	to
	25
	1

	26
	to
	50
	2

	51
	to
	300
	4

	301
	to
	500
	6

	Over 500
	6, plus 1 

additional space for each total seating capacity increase of 100


Balcony (continued)

Additional stairs may be desired based on design.

Balcony locations: 45 feet minimum, platform to balcony; 35 feet minimum, between side 

Balconies. Provide clear sight line from rear balcony rows to main floor Lord’s Supper table and decision areas.

Steeple Height

Equal to distance between roof ridge and ground level.

Baptistery
Inside pool dimensions: 3 feet by 6 feet minimum, plus internal steps; larger sizes are 

recommended.

Water depth: Between 3 feet, 3 inches and 3 feet, 6 inches.

Baptistery floor (above last choir row): 6 inches minimum, 18 inches to 36 inches is desirable.

Education Facilities

General Building Size (education, fellowship, music, and media library, with some multipurpose space.

First unit building:
30 to 40 square feet per person  

Small churches:
40 to 45 square feet per person

Large churches with extensive programs: 45 to 55 square feet per person.


	Preschool
	

	 Space per child:
	35 square feet recommended

	Room size:
	200 square feet minimum; no walls less than 12 feet

	Windowsills:
	18 to 24 inches from floor



	Children 
	

	Space per child:
	25 square feet recommended

	Room proportions:
	2 units wide by 3 units long

	Windowsills:
	18 to 30 inches from floor

	Room capacity:
	24 maximum



	Youth
	

	Space per person:

	Classrooms:
	12 square feet recommended

	Department rooms:
	10 square feet recommended

	Open room department:
	18 to 22 square feet recommended



	Adults
	

	Space per person:
	

	Classrooms:
	12 square feet recommended

	Department rooms:
	10 square feet recommended

	Multi-use classrooms/department rooms:
	18 to 22 square feet recommended









Worship Center


General Building Size


Up to 300 capacity		15-17 feet per person


Above 200 capacity	12-18 feet per person


Note: Rectangular buildings with straight row seating require less space per person than 


buildings with radial seating. In some instances, ten square feet per person is adequate in straight row seating for buildings with capacity over 500.


Pulpit Platform


Front to back depth:


7 feet minimum; larger buildings require 10 feet or more.


Height (based on flat floor in seating area): 


Fewer than eleven rows of congregational seating: 2 feet maximum.


Up to eighteen rows of congregational seating; 3 feet maximum.


Distance from platform to front pew:


7 feet minimum; larger buildings require 8 feet or more.


Note: With a Lord’s Supper table platform of 4 feet, 10 to 12 feet will be required.


Choir Area


Choir capacity:			10-12 percent of congregational capacity


Choir rows:			3 feet minimum depth


Back and front rows:		3 feet, 2 inches minimum depth


Seating: Movable chairs at 24 inches width per person


Surfaces: Acoustically reflective floor, walls and ceiling surfaces recommended.


Floor covering: Hardwood, stone or vinyl; carpet not recommended under piano or in choir area.


Congregational Seating


Local building codes and the National Life Safety Code adopted by the locality should be consulted for 


minimum requirements.


Row spacing: 34 inches minimum, 36 inches or more recommended


Row lengths and seating: Average space per person, 20 inches width; 13 to 14 persons 


maximum on each row.


Note: Most building codes are based on 18 inches per person.


Handicapped seating: Requirements vary by locality. The following requirements from the Americans with 


Disabilities Act (ADA) may be used as guidelines for 


Worship Center with fixed seating.


Aisle width (check local codes): Center or main aisle, 4 feet minimum; 5 feet or more recommended.


Side aisles, 2 feet, 6 inches minimum.


Some codes require 3 feet, 8 inches


Note: A center aisle less than 6 feet wide is tight for weddings and funerals.


Vestibule/Lobby


Serving worship center only: 1½ to 2½ square feet per seat in worship center.


 Fellowship lobby serving worship center and education space: 15%to 25% of the Worship Center area.


Balcony


Capacity: 	Less than 50% of main floor seating.


Riser Depth:	3 feet 6 inches for first row


		3 feet 2 inches for the back row


		3 feet for other rows


Cross aisles:	4 feet minimum


Other aisles:	Same as aisle width on the main floor


Stairwells:	Two to outside exits minimum (One may be sufficient for less than 50 seat 		capacity.)








