the choice of the missEsninded

Christian for spreading the

kingdom of God.

“And all that believed were together, and
had all things common; And sold their
possessions and goods, and parted them
to all men, as every man had need.”

Acts 2:44-45 (KIV)
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he first diseiples
considered their
common fellowship
and their common
mission to be more
mmportant than
anything else, and were
willing to surrender their
possessions and their lives
to meet the need.

Chad was an excited
Christian with a vision to help
plant a new churdh. Some of
his friends who had done the
same had chosen to establish a
“community church,” believing
that “denominaton”™ would limit
them. Chad was uncertain. He
fell into conversation with Katy,
who wasn't uncertain at all.

“Non-denominational churches meet a
need, P'm sure” said Katy, “but | wouldn't
trade one day of the fifteen years ['ve been
a Southern Baptist. One reason is that they
take seriounsly the Great Commission: ‘Go
ye therefore and teach all nations.”

“I beheve in that, too,” Chad said.

“Then the Cooperative Program is the way
to go.” she answered. “Tll give you three

benefits of the Cooperative Program.”
“First, it tocuses on the priority of missions
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own, and shaken together, and running over.

and evangelism. It’s the
reason we exist.”

“A second benefit,)”
Katy continued, ™is that
CP provides for
teaching, training, and
sending. Some of our
CP funds support our
seminaries and even
pay the tuition of their
students—rthat’s most of
our missionaries and
pastors, We know when
we train them and then
send them that they believe
the Bible and share a crystal
clear gospel.”

“And third, Cooperative Program
works with maximum effectiveness and
minimum overhead. Unlike many
organizations that spend a lot on fund raising
and administration, Southern Baptists use
very little on pushing paper and the very
most on doing what we were commissioned
to do: teach and preach the gospel.

“Let me guess,” said Chad. " You had all that
prepared.”

“Yep.” satd Katy."T gave a talk to the Mission’s
group at our church last week. But it looks
like the real reason the Lord had, was tor
me to share it with you.”




