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Faith Goal 

$  800,000 

 

Hallelujah Goal 

$1,000,000 
 

“Giving with a willing heart” 

Exodus 25:2 

EVENTS CALENDAR 
October 14 |  Children’s Poster 

Parade 

 

October 21 & 28 |  “Reveal God’s 

Plan” Sunday School Lessons 

 

November 4 | “Reveal God’s Plan” 

Pledge Walk, Celebration Event 

(Meal), and Revelation Service 

November 
4 

Revelation Sunday 

    

     

  My Testimony 

           By Erik Stuttz 

   Emphasis Director 
 

            My testimony 

aligns closely with 

our shared mission 

regarding Reveal God’s Plan. 

I was at the young age of 14 when my 

father died. It was tough losing a father 

at such a vulnerable time, and I felt lost 

and a “victim of circumstances.”  

My maternal grandfather then took a 

close interest in my life and became a 

great mentor to me.  He was a solid 

leader in the community, a great busi-

ness man, and a faithful deacon of his 

church.  My grandfather instilled in me 

the importance of integrity and Chris-

tian character, and the importance of 

making the right decisions in life. He 

told me to “make your own breaks” in 

life, and that “nothing is free in life but 

opportunity.”  He taught me to not be-

come a “victim of circumstances” but to 

make the very best out of life and to be 

a “catalyst of change” seeing things for 

the way it can be, not necessarily the 

way it is.  My grandfather taught me the 

importance of setting goals and writing 

them down.  At a very young age I chose 

in life to make the right decisions and 

not use the death of my father as an 

excuse to make wrong decisions. 

After a few years I befriended an up-

standing young Christian whose father 

was Reverend Clarence Gunter.  As I 

reflect back on my young age, I see 

clearly that Reverend Gunter gave me 

the needed encouragement and Chris-

tian guidance a “fatherless young boy” 

needed.  I once shared with him what 

my Grandfather had taught me − “that 

nothing is free in life but opportunity.” 

Reverend Gunter quickly responded 

that it’s both opportunity and salvation 

that are free.  He helped guide me and 

led me to love the Lord.   Shortly there-

after I turned my life over to the Lord, 

and Reverend Gunter baptized me.   

As I look back on my life, I find myself 

very blessed to have had these two in-

credible mentors who taught me to not 

be a victim of circumstances, but to 

have faith and act on that faith.   

We, as three congregations, found our-

selves a few years ago facing challeng-

ing times; and we all came together to 

leverage our resources and make tough 

decisions that placed us on our current 

journey!  We chose not to be victims of 

our circumstances, but to become cata-

lysts of change. Realizing that both my 

grandfather and Reverend Gunter were 

correct, “in life we have two things that 

are free − opportunity and, most impor-

tantly, salvation.”   It’s up to each of us 

to take action by setting goals, placing 

them in writing, and having faith that 

God will Reveal HIS plan!       

Bob Deaton from the Baptist Foundation 

shared a message of God’s blessings with church 

leaders at a Leadership Event on August 16. 

Vision Becoming Reality 



Suggested Steps for Determining God’s Will in Making a Faith Promise 

In a few weeks, your family will receive 

a Faith Promise Card. If you need more 

than one card, call the church office and 

additional cards will be mailed to you 

immediately. Make your commitment a 

matter of prayer and dedication, using 

the following suggested steps for deter-

mining God’s will.  

 Spend time in prayer daily. “Lord, 

help me have a willing heart to 

give. Show me how to stretch my 

faith and in the process reveal Your 

greatness through me.” 

 Be sure to give yourself time. If you 

will genuinely ask the Lord to show 

you how to give a revelation gift, He 

will make it clear. After such 

prayer, you will discover that God 

will show you how to give more 

than the amount that originally 

came to your mind. 

 Call your family together for a fam-

ily conversation. Ask your family 

members to be thinking of ideas in  

advance. Be sure to involve your 

children, no matter how young they 

are. This is a great opportunity to 

teach them about stewardship. 

 Read the following Bible truths and   

instructions in your family conver-

sation. Make a list of what God re-

veals to you and your family 

through the scriptures. Proverbs 

3:9-10; Proverbs 11:24-25; Luke 

6:38; I Corinthians 16:1-2; 2 Corin-

thians 8:1-12; 2 Corinthians 9:6-12. 

 Make a commitment together as a    

family unit. “Lord, please 

strengthen our faith as we make 

this revelation giving commitment. 

We acknowledge you have given us 

everything we have. We know that 

apart from You, there would be 

nothing to give. As we stand on the 

promises of Your Word, please al-

low us to know Your joy through 

our lives. 

It is such a joy to be on this journey 

of growth in our giving. You con-

tinue to bless our lives through 

Your Church. Thank You Lord Jesus 

for who You are and for allowing us 

to be obedient through our stew-

ardship commitment!” 

 

Vision Becoming Reality 

What Is My Part? 

When the commitment period gets   

under way in a couple of weeks, many 

will be asking, “Just what is my part?” 

Actually, this is a question that only you 

can decide.  No effort will be made in 

this emphasis to tell any person what 

he or she should or should not give. 

Frankly, there is only one way for you 

to decide your commitment.  You must 

ask God to reveal His plan for your  

commitment.  Be warned.  God may 

stretch you!  But, be prepared… your 

faith will be enhanced as you learn to 

depend more and more on Him to fulfill 

the commitment He has laid on your 

heart to give. 

Remember, your Reveal God’s Plan 

Commitment is a 36-month giving com-

mitment. Most of us can give far more 

than we initially think by giving it over 

a three-year period. 

You are Invited! 
One of the highlights of Reveal God’s 

Plan will be a Celebration Event and 

Luncheon on Sunday, November 4.  

This promises to be an exciting event 

filled with a great meal and a special 

program. Mark your calendars now! 

Pastor Robert Emory 

signs his Prayer Chal-

lenge Card, commit-

ting to pray for 

United Baptist 

Church and for God's 

leadership in his 

financial commit-

ment to the Reveal 

God's Plan Emphasis. 

A weekly 

gift of 

Yields 3-year 

total 

A monthly 

gift of 

Yields 3-

year total 

$10 $1,560 $50 $1,800 

$25 $3,900 $75 $2,700 

$35 $5,460 $100 $3,600 

$50 $7,800 $200 $7,200 

$75 $11,700 $250 $9,000 

$100 $15,600 $500 $18,000 

$200 $31,200 $1000 $36,000 

WHAT REGULAR, SYSTEMATIC GIVING WILL ACCOMPLISH 


