
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

  SSSUUUNNNDDDAAAYYY   SSSCCCHHHOOOOOOLLL   WWWEEEEEEKKKLLLYYY   NNNEEEWWWSSSLLLEEETTTTTTEEERRR   
                      WEEK OF DEC 16-22, 2007 

 

WOW! So many of you commented about the lesson on HONOR after class on Sunday, I’m a 
little ashamed of myself. I just didn’t think it was a timely lesson—especially in light of the 
make-up of our class—and yet God’s timing is PERFECT. Why am I surprised?  Remember the 
verse in ISAIAH 55:8 where God re minds us that our ways are not His ways, and His thoughts 
are not out thoughts. In thinking about our third word, HONOR, it was clearly a lesson about 
honoring our parents and why.  This was the first commandment with a promise—so that it will 
be WELL with you and so that you will LIVE LONG.  Did you laugh at our opening story about 
the policeman stopping the speeding driver who lied and tricked the officer?  Is that honor and 
respect? NOT!  I pray that you will memorize the memory verse I handed out from EXODUS 
20:12 and allow the Holy Spirit to work in your heart as to the “what and how”.  Think about the 
elderly grandfather and how his grown children treated him in the Grimm’s Fairy Tale story we 
talked about.  Remember the statement made by the little boy in the fairy tale, “I’m making a 
trough to feed you and Mama out of when I get big?”  Is that the example we’re setting? Is that 
the way we are showing honor?  It’s about HONOR—no matter what! 
 
 

 
 

OUR PRAYERS & PRAISES 

• KATHY—PRAISE FOR NEW CAR   • MICHAEL—GRADUATED; TRAVEL TO FLA 
• KENDRA—FATHER (CANCER); HER HEALTH; SELL HOUSE • WALT—HELP WITH NEW PART-TIME JOB 
• TARA—MRI RESULTS SHOW PHYS THERAPY WILL HELP • OLENA—PRAY FOR FAMILY IN UKRAINE 
• JEREMY—HIP SURGERY (12/28) FROM PREVIOUS BREAK • BROWN FAMILY—LIVING IN MOTOR HOME 
• PETE—HEART IN RHYTHM; KAREN’S MOM DOING WELL • ANN—CATARACT SURGERY WENT  WELL-TUE  
• KEN, JR—UNSPOKEN PRAYER (KEN & ANN’S SON)  • KAREN’S MOM—OUT OF HOSPITAL (A-FIB) 
• KATHY—SON & DGHT LOST JOBS THIS WEEK, 2 CHILDREN • DEAN—PRAISE, CELLULITIS BETTER/HEALING 
• BOB—UNSPOKEN PRAYER   • ADAM—MARRIAGE (HEARING); WIFE MOVING 
• RHONDA—NO BETTER (BACK); SPINAL CORD STIMULATION • MICHAEL—BACK PAIN, INJECTION/PT HELPED  
• JOE & TERRY—UNSPOKEN REQUESTS   • NANCY—CLOT IN LIVER (MUSC); TRANSPLANT 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SO, WHAT ARE YOU GIVING THIS CHRISTMAS? 
 With CHRISTMAS only a few days away, I mentioned that next Sunday I will be doing a 

special Christmas lesson—instead of the next word from Dr. MacDonald’s study. I’ll publish 
the regular lesson on our website—so you won’t get behind—but as I mentioned last week, 
“We Need A Little Christmas…right this very minute!” We will be studying what Mary gave 
God for that first Christmas.  We know what God gave Mary, but think about the other side. 
If you want to read ahead, read LUKE 1: 26-2:20.  As many of our members will be 
travelling this Sunday, I’ll also post this special lesson right along with the regular one.  See 
you Sunday! 

 DO YOU EVER WONDER? I sometimes think that wonder is like an endangered species 
– we don't have enough of it and are in danger of losing it altogether. You lose wonder 
when you try and explain everything. Wonder is wasted in seminars, and "how-to" books, 
and manuals for living, and steps towards this and that.  Wonder is what takes over after 
you have explained all you can explain and answered all you can answer. In my experience, 
we have tried to answer too much. Wonder is what finite, sinful creatures do when we 
encounter the holy.  Wonder is what Mary did after an angel told her she was going to 
conceive of God and bear the savior of the world.  Wonder is what shepherds do after they 
have seen a host of angelic creatures lighting up the heavens and singing Glory to God.  
Wonder is what great and wealthy kings do when they enter the presence of a child whose 
glory and significance was foretold in the stars. 
 

 

Wonder is what disciples do when in the presence of one who can command the wind and 
the waves, and they instantly obey.  Wonder is what you do when you realize that what 
Jesus did was all so that He might love people as broken and as sinful as you and I.  And all 
of this can come down to twinkling lights and magical music at Christmastime. 
 
 

WORD #4—TRUTH 
 CAN YOU HANDLE 

THE TRUTH, NO 
MATTER WHAT? 

IT’S ALL ABOUT 
HIM…NOT YOU! 

CHECK OUT OUR 
LESSONS ONLINE 
www.fbcmb.com 

http://www.jamesmacdonald.com/booksandarticles_seven.aspx

	There’s no pain like family pain. Everyone knows it. If life is not working at home, it’s not working at all—no matter how successful other areas of our lives might seem. Family life is where our greatest joys and sorrows are experienced.
	After 20 years of helping people with their deepest needs, I can testify that the most urgent counsel has been needed for change inside the walls of our homes. Perhaps you can identify: 
	Is your marriage hurting? Maybe the hopes of your wedding day have faded into more work and less wow than you ever dreamed. 
	Are you concerned for your children? Maybe they are very young but already strong and willful. As you think about the future, you know that some things will need to change if your children are going to grow up to respect your authority and more importantly, the Lord’s. 
	Has your family fractured beyond repair? Maybe someone you love has made an awful choice that has detonated an atomic explosion in your family. Is your family in pieces and you have no idea what to do or where to begin? 
	Is the problem outside your home but still in your extended family? Perhaps with your in-laws, or one of your parents, or a sibling? Maybe some words have been spoken that should have remained unsaid. Or worse, a crack in the family has grown into a communication canyon and you have no clear idea how to get a message of love across the gap. 
	Is your need less dramatic and more dripping? Is it less like a tornado and more like a leaky faucet? 
	The purpose of Seven Words to Change Your Family is to bring significant change in the exact situations described here. 
	It was a year of milestones for our family in 2006. This coming weekend, my parents celebrate their 50th anniversary. Fifty years of a “wow” marriage. Their children and grandchildren rise up to call them blessed. It’s the prayer of Kathy and my heart that our model would be the same as we build faithfully on the truths that they have so lovingly entrusted to us. 
	On our homefront, our second son Landon graduated from high school and started college this year. He’s ready to launch into a whole new life. He’s close enough for the comforts of home, yet feeling the tug of establishing his life beyond our nest. What’s a parent’s responsibility to do at this point except be available for a word of wisdom and pray a lot? His older brother, Luke made that transition a couple years ago and now we look forward to a wedding next June as he walks down the aisle with the girl we have been praying he’d choose for years. PTL! And so I wouldn’t preach to you the EZ-1-2-3 steps of parenting, the Lord gave us our daughter. We’ve had to learn (and are learning) a completely different pattern of parenting with dream-girl Abby. 
	We’re all in process: doing the best we can to live out the truths God has entrusted to us in His Word—making mistakes, forgiving, learning, growing as we go. Just because I wrote a book on family life, don’t think that I think we’ve got this thing figured out. Family life is an art, not science. It needs a lot of creativity and wisdom at every turn. And it keeps coming back to these seven words, no matter how old or mature or wise we get. 
	The seven words comprise the backbone of this book: 
	Part 1: Three Healing Words: forgiveness, blessing, honor
	Part 2: Three Building Words: truth, church, commitment
	Part 3: One Transforming Word: love. 
	The great thing about applying God’s Word in our families is that you can start today—wherever you are. Someone is probably could use a healing, or building, or transforming word from you.



