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WEEK #6 — PHILEMON 22-25

ife is about relationships! And, in relationships, one of
the most critical factors is accountability. Notice the
title of today’s lesson: “Don’t Leave Home Without It—

ACCOUNTABILITY.” It’s not your American Express card.

The story is told of a man who died and was met at the Pearly
Gates by St. Peter. Peter asked him, “Before you meet with God,
I thought I should tell you – we’ve looked at your life, and you
really didn’t do anything particularly good or bad. We’re not at all
sure what to do with you. Can you tell us anything you did that
can help us make a decision?” The man thought for a moment
and replied, “Yeah, once I was driving along and came upon a
woman who was being harassed by a radical biker gang. So I
pulled over, got out my tire iron, and went up to the leader of the
bikers. He was a big, muscular, hairy guy with tattoos all over his
body and a ring pierced through his nose. Well, I tore the nose
ring out of his nose, and told him he and his gang had better stop
bothering the woman or they would have to deal with me!” “I’m
impressed,” Peter responded, “When did this happen?” The man
said, “About two minutes ago.” Now, that’s being accountable for
a fellow person, isn’t it?

Today, we wrap up our six-week bible study of Philemon from Dr.
Hawkins’ book, The Art of Connecting, about the power of
positive, interpersonal relationships and how we are to be
accountable to each other. We live in a society and in a day and
age where truthfulness and accountability are no longer
necessary—we can put our own spin on everything—and, we can
re-write history. Today, it seems that no one wants to own up to
their ‘mistakes’ or to their faults, so we see so many politicians
wanting to take credit for the good things done and then when
something goes wrong—ready to point their finger at somebody
else!
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Why is it that people don’t want to be held accountable for
their actions? We better get used to being accountable for our
actions in light of what Scripture tells us. Listen to these words
from MATTHEW 12: 36 (NIV), “But I tell you that men will have
to give account on the day of judgment for every careless word
they have spoken.” And, these words from ROMANS 14:12
(NIV), “So then, each of us will give an account of himself to
God.” Clearly, we are accountable!

A few years ago I saw a sign at the front desk of a bed and
breakfast inn that read: “Please introduce yourself to your fellow
guests since we are one big, happy family.” But just under that
statement was another one in smaller letters that read:
“Management is not responsible for valuables left in your room!”
What’s management saying here? We’re one big, happy family
here unless someone steals your stuff out of your room—then it’s
every person for themselves.

In 1995, the oldest bank in England announced it was seeking
bankruptcy. It lost nearly one billion dollars in a stock gamble. At
the time it went under, it held over $100 million in assets for
Queen Elizabeth. It all started a year earlier when their chief
trader at their Singapore office started betting some very big
money on Japan’s stock market. He made a lot of money for the
company, but then an earthquake hit Kobe, Japan, and in January
1995, the stock market took a severe nose dive. Thinking it was a
temporary loss, the trader started doubling up on his
investments, hoping to make very large sums when the market
rebounded. Instead of the bank cutting its losses, it just kept
pouring money into the Singapore exchange, and their employee
would just use it to bet more on the market. They sent nearly
$900 million dollars to this man, and he in turn, lost it all.

How could one twenty-eight-year-old employee in Singapore lose
nearly a billion dollars and ruin the oldest and most influential
bank in England? It all boiled down to a lack of supervision and a
lack of accountability. This employee was allowed to invest and
keep his own books without anyone looking over his shoulder. It’s
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like putting a stick of dynamite in one hand of a child and a
match in the other – there is going to be a severe explosion
sooner or later.

Accountability is nothing new to us. We are accountable to all
types of people. At work, most of us are accountable to our boss
or to our business partners. At school, you are accountable to the
teacher or principal. At home, you are accountable to your spouse
or your parents. On the highway, you are accountable to the
police officers who watch your speed. In the government, one
branch is accountable to the other branches. We have
accountability all around us in our everyday lives – except in
church circles it seems. When it comes to our personal
relationship with Jesus Christ and our Christian walk, we forget
that we need to be held accountable for our actions. We think
that our actions are no one else’s business but our own. We get
scared that others will judge or condemn us if we let them know
certain things. We begin to think that we are only accountable to
ourselves, and that becomes dangerous. After all, how do you
think all of the church scandals start? It is almost always because
of a lack of accountability. Everyone, including our leaders, needs
accountability through significant relationships.

Let’s talk about what we mean when we say “accountability.”
What is it? Let’s define it. The dictionary says it means “being
liable to being called to account;” it means “answerable and
responsible to others“. In a biblical sense, it’s developing
relationships with other believers which will promote spiritual
reality, honesty and obedience to God. That happens through
honest evaluations of how we’re doing, in walking with God, in
relationships with others and in the responsibilities of life. It
involves relationships which help us change by grace, by the
Spirit’s power and in line with the Bible. So accountability
means teaching, challenging, supporting and encouraging
one another in ways that promote spiritual integrity in us
as believers.
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Who helps you with your accountability today? Do you have
an accountability partner? A spouse, a friend, a teacher, a
pastor—who? Someone to tell you “like it is,” not just what you
want to hear or that everything will be “alright.” You better!
Listen to the words of our memory verse today from PROVERBS
27:17 (NIV), “As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens
another.” What does that verse tell us?

Now, let’s look at the final four verses of our foundational
scripture in PHILEMON 22-25 (NIV) as we see what Paul says
to his friend Philemon as he closes out his letter: 22And one thing
more: Prepare a guest room for me, because I hope to be
restored to you in answer to your prayers. 23Epaphras, my fellow
prisoner in Christ Jesus, sends you greetings. 24And so do Mark,
Aristarchus, Demas and Luke, my fellow workers. 25The grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Let me pause a here for
a second and ask you this: If you didn’t know what we were
talking about this morning, would you find the topic of
accountability in these four verses? How?

Although Paul wraps up his plea to his dear friend Philemon in
words which, on the surface, may seem to have nothing to do
with accountability, actually there is a close connection with it.
Look again at the words in verse 22 where he says, “At the same
time, prepare a guest room for me.” What do you think is
going on there? Where is Paul when he writes this letter?
Listen to what Baker’s New Testament Commentary says about
these words: “There is a gentle compulsion in this mention of a
personal visit to Colosse. The apostle would thus be able to see
for himself that Philemon had not disappointed his expectations."
And he notes further that Paul's tactfulness surely is evident here
also, as it is so strikingly throughout the letter. Certainly, Paul is
a bit subtle here. But the message is loud and clear, as Dr.
Hawkins points out in our study: “I am going to come by to
checkup on you. Get the guest room ready! I’m coming by to see
how you and Onesimus are doing in your relationship.” Here is
accountability in capital letters.
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How do you think this motivated Philemon? A visit from his
dear friend? It may have sped up his decision about Onesimus a
little, don’t you think? We all need accountability to help us do
what we ought to do. Take the situation, for instance, of what our
governor, Mark Sanford, has been dealing with recently. Where
was his accountability partner? Did you wonder what he was
thinking when he traveled to Argentina to continue his affair
with Maria Chapur? Sadly, I read something just last week in the
news accounts that his affair was common knowledge among
many of Sanford’s friends. Wow! Did any try to stop him? Help
him? Why not? Maybe most just said, “I don’t want to get
involved. It’s his life—his career.” What if there was no
accountability for his actions?

Accountability builds integrity into us. Chuck Swindoll says, “You
need someone in your life who will ask you the hard questions.”
What about the $50-Billion question on everyone’s mind
concerning Bernie Madoff? That’s right, billion with a “B”. How
and for how long did the 70-year old get away with the biggest
Ponzi scheme in history? What if there was no accountability for
his actions? How did the watchdog government SEC not know
what was happening. Aren’t they accountable to us? Is life in
prison to extreme for what he did?

How many times have you heard or said, “I knew he/she was
going to get in trouble. I could see it coming.” You did nothing?
The church did nothing? Shame on you! Shame on me! Shame
on us! How do think the parents would feel if after their child
messed up his/her life you went to them and told them, "I knew
this was going to happen?" Or after being badly injured in a
wreck after a party at which they had been drinking to say, "I
knew they this was going to end badly!" Do you have a
responsibility to help those who need help, if they admit it or not?
How? What? When? Will you? Or do we, too, say that we just
don’t want to get involved?

People who try to make it on their own DON’T. As we all know,
lone targets are easy targets for temptation, for sin, and for
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Satan. Jesus said that knowing Truth, getting an experiential
handle on His Truth, would set us free. That freedom comes more
often than not in a circle of committed accountability. That’s why
we need accountability partners. Those who are grounded in
God’s Word and aren’t afraid to tell us like it is.

Please remember that the objective of accountability isn’t that I
push other Christians to do things like I do them. It’s not my
habits or my preferences or my convictions that ought to underlie
our accountability—it’s God’s Word. As a child, I remember
learning the words of PSALM 119: 105 (NIV) about God’s
Word: Your Word is a lamp to my feet and a light for my path.
Or the words that Paul told Timothy about the value of scripture
in 2 TIMOTHY 3: 16-17 (NIV)? 16“All Scripture is God-breathed
and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in
righteousness, 17so that the man of God may be thoroughly
equipped for every good work.”

Paul is aware of the right thing for Philemon to do concerning
their new brother in Christ, Onesimus, but is not going to order
him to forgive him and allow him back into the family. It has to
be voluntary on the part of Philemon. Look again at verses 23-
24 from PHILEMON: 23Epaphras, my fellow prisoner in Christ
Jesus, sends you greetings. 24And so do Mark, Aristarchus, Demas
and Luke, my fellow workers. Notice that Paul doesn’t call
these guys his friends. What does he call them? [FELLOW
WORKERS—IN NEW TESTAMENT, SPOKEN ONLY OF A CO-WORKER OR HELPER IN
THE CHRISTIAN WORK] Obviously, these five men were well known to
Philemon, so he had the opportunity to set a good example for
them by forgiving Onesimus. On the other hand, failing to forgive
would fracture the bond of fellowship Philemon enjoyed with
them.

Notice the importance of what Paul is saying about himself here.
He is surrounded by fellow workers in doing the work of Christ.
They’re his SUPPORT SYSTEM. Throughout his writings in the New
Testament, Paul seems to mention his fellow workers a lot. He
knows the advantage of having a support system—a group of


