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he World Series just ended with the New York Yankees
winning out over the Philadelphia Phillies in six games.
As | thought about all the “hoopla” and celebrations in
New York last week, | was reminded of a prior World Series in
which the heavily favored Chicago White Sox were upset in the
1919 World Series by the Cincinnati Reds—five games to three. At
the height of the pennant race the following year, eight players
were indicted for throwing the Series in return for payoffs from
gamblers.

Although they were all cleared by a conciliatory grand jury there
was another judge these eight players had to deal with—the newly
appointed Commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, a former
federal judge. The players initially admitted the plot, but some of
the evidence against them mysteriously disappeared. Since Judge
Landis had been appointed to clean up baseball and restore its
reputation, he banned for life the eight so-called Black Sox — the
most well-known being left fielder Shoeless Joe Jackson — from
organized baseball. Only a handful of them actually received any
payment, and Jackson hit .375 in the Series to lead both teams.
Legend has it that upon Jackson's leaving the courthouse, a little
boy cried, "Say it ain't so, Joe!"

There have been movements to have Jackson, who owns the third-
highest batting average in baseball history, posthumously
reinstated for election to the Hall of Fame. This sympathy has risen
considerably with the release of two films connected to the
scandal: "Eight Men Out" in 1988, and "Field of Dreams" in 1989,
based on the novel "Shoeless Joe."

This famous sports story helps to illustrate the human race’s
predicament before God as sinners. People may be able to tamper
with or destroy the evidence of sin, and they may “beat the rap” in
terms of human judgment even though they know they’re guilty.
But, as we wrap us Week Five of our study from Billy Graham’s
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book, Peace With God, we were reminded this week there is
another court and another judge that we too must deal with, and
He is not impressed by our standards and all of our works in trying
to get into heaven. So, the question becomes, “what do | do
now?”

As we begin, let's go back to Week One and re-read our
foundational scripture for this entire series in ROMANS 5:1:
“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have
peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.” So, what's the
first step in having true peace with God according to this verse by
Paul? Yes, when we believe in Jesus Christ through FAITH, we will
be then be JusTiFiED. But why would we need to be justified?
What have we learned over the past five weeks in this study by
Billy Graham that would require something as drastic as
justification?

Well, I'm glad you asked that—so let’s turn to some very familiar
passages. First, ROMANS 3:23 says, “*for all have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God,... Now, skip over a few chapters to
ROMANS 6:23: “°For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of
God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. Since God’s verdict is
the only one that matters, we need to know how guilty sinners
can be made right before a perfectly holy and perfectly just God.
That's why we need to be justified.

Have you ever been around people who want everything just
right all the time? Since Beverly’s not in class this morning, but
down the hall with the 4-year olds, I can say that I'm married to
a person like that. Clothes have to be hung up at all times. Any
dishes in the sink have to be washed or put in the dishwasher.
Beds have to be made when you get out of them in the morning.
All because you never know who might drop by.

Some of us have trouble living up to a standard like that. Now, if
we have a hard time meeting the standards of imperfect, sinful
people, imagine what we are dealing with when we’re talking
about God and His perfect standard. He wants all things right—all
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the time. In fact, He demands it. So, we're back to the question
of how unholy people can be made right before a holy God. We
don’t have to worry about falling short of our spouse’ glory or the
neighbor’s glory. Our problem is that we have fallen short of
God’s glory! Whew!

You may recall that several years ago we did a bible study on this
and learned three ways that God could deal with our sin. First,
He could simply issue a verdict condemning all sinners and be
done with it, leaving us hopeless. Or, He could compromise His
righteousness, lower the standard, and take us just as we are.
Sort of like saying, “Let bygones be bygones,” and skip over our
sin—but then He would not be righteous and just. However, God
took a third option, providing the means to forgive sinners and
declare them righteous in His sight.

Let me help you with this concept by retelling a story I've told
before about a 14-year old teenager who decided to borrow his
dad’s car one Saturday. Let's say you're walking down your
driveway to pick up the morning paper and you notice the 15-year
old boy who lives a couple of houses away. He doesn’t have his
driver’'s license yet. He has “borrowed” the family car without
permission and he’s backing out of the driveway in a rushed and
careless fashion. You’re concerned because you know he doesn’t
have his license and you’re also concerned because you know
there’s trouble in that household.

So you watch and you listen to the tires squeal and you see the car
lurch forward; the kid’s head is just barely peeking out over the
steering wheel. The car is all over the road, then it jerks to the
right and plows through your mailbox, your yard that you just had
re-sod, your bushes and your new fence that you built this
summer. As the clouds of dust settle, you see the boy step out of
the car with a sheepish look on his face, and you’ve got a decision
to mate. You have three choices:

Your first choice to is treat him with JUSTICE. You can give him
exactly what he deserves. “All right kid, you messed up, so I'm
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going to call the police and they’ll give you a ticket for driving
without a license. After that I'll call your parents to tell them what
happened. And then you’re going to have to get a job to pay for
my mailbox, yard, bushes and my fence.” If you treat the kid with
JUSTICE, you’re not a bad person. You're simply giving him exactly
what he deserves—no more, no less.

However, you might choose a second option: MERCY. Mercy is
giving someone a little less that he deserves. You say, “I'm not
going to call the police, but I'm going to call your parents, and
we're going to establish what the mailbox costs, what the sod and
bushes costs, and what the fence costs, and you’re going to pay.”
If you do that, the kid ought to be thankful, because instead of
applying strict justice, you are choosing to be merciful. He's getting
less punishment that he deserves.

BUT, it's possible you might choose a third option. This option,
however, doesn’t square with common sense. It's risky, it could
blow up in your face, and some might even call it scandalous. You
might choose to treat the kid with GRACE! “You messed up kid.
You mowed down by mailbox, ruined my new sod and my bushes,
and you flattened my fence. It took me half the summer to build
that fence. But I'm not gong to call the police. I'm not even sure I
want to get you in a whole lot of trouble with your family. As for
the mailbox, and the sod, and the bushes, and the fence, I can fix
those. But how about you and me get in the car and find a place
where we can sit down and have a sandwich. Then I can find out a
little more about who you are and what’s going on in your life and
what the future might hold for you. Would you do that with me?
The kid nods and off they go.

The concept we're talking about initially to have peace with God,
according to Dr. Graham, is JUSTIFICATION. But, what does that
mean? It's one of the foundational blocks of our Christianity, isn't
it? So, can anyone define justification? A basic definition of
justification is “a JUDICIAL act by which God declares RIGHTEOUS
those who believe in Jesus Christ.” It's a judicial term and one
way I remember what it means is to think about being JUSTIFIED
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and break it down this way: “just-if-I'"d” never sinned. But,
HOW?

So how do we get this JUSTIFICATION? I mean, what do I
have to DO? It can't all just be a GIFT, can it? I'm sure you
noticed in your Bible study and reading this week that
nothing was said about our doing anything whatsoever to
deserve the glorious reality of justification. That's because
we didn't earn it. Remember our earlier reading of ROMANS
3:23 and how that verse ended with the statement of our
shortcomings before God—falling short! That verse is
probably one of the most famous and most quoted verses in
the New Testament, but we need to also notice that it
doesn’t end in verse 23.

NO! We hardly ever hear ROMANS 3:24 (NLT) quoted, but
it is necessary because it continues the thought of verse 23:
Turn there and follow along as I read verse 24: “*Yet now
God in his gracious kindness declares us not guilty. He has
done this through Christ Jesus, who has freed us by taking
away our sins. According to verse 24, the same people who
fall short of God’s glory are candidates to be “justified as a
gift by His grace through the redemption which is in Christ
Jesus.” So, then, justification is a gift of God’s grace. That’s
the only way it could happen, because we had nothing to
offer God to make us acceptable to Him.

WOW! Being declared not guilt by God. Not a pardon, but not
guilty. Can anyone recall any court cases when a quilty
verdict was overturned and the convicted person released
from prison? What brought about the verdict reversal? (NEw
EVIDENCE, DNA) God is ready to meet with you because you
have gained access to Him through His Son.
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The story is told of a man who sat crying on a bench outside
the office of President Abraham Lincoln one day. He had a
problem he wanted to see the President about, so he had
come to the White House hoping to see Lincoln. But the
guards wouldn’t let him in, so he sat there crying. A little
boy came up to the man and asked him what was wrong.
The man explained his dilemma, but the boy took him by the
hand and led him past the guards straight into the
president’s office. Nobody said anything to stop him because
the boy was Lincoln’s son.

Similarly, through Jesus Christ we too can walk by the
guards into our heavenly father’s presence. We have access
to God because we have been justified by His grace.

OK, got it—now what? Turn to MATTHEW 18:2-3 (NIV) and
follow along: “He called a little child and had him stand
among them. *And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you
change and become like little children, you will never enter
the kingdom of heaven. What is the day-to-day application to
this verse? 1 like the way J. B. Phillips renders Jesus’ call to
childlikeness in these same verses. Listen: “Jesus called a little
child to his side and set him on his feet in the middle of them all.
‘Believe me,’ he said, ‘unless you change your whole outlook and

become like little children you will never enter the kingdom of
Heaven.” ” (MATTHEW 18: 2-3 PHILLIPS)

But, can we learn anything from little children? Can we? Just this
week, my daughter Ashley called Beverly with an example I need
to share. It sees that Ashley, Duke and the two boys had been
out eating and after they finished saying their blessing—God is
great, God is good, let us thank Him for our food—Jax, who’s five,
asked his parents why they didnt say the blessing like Papa
does—just talking to God instead of saying the same words over
and over? WOW! Now, who’'s teaching whom? Here’s another
example of what I'm talking about:
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° When I look at a patch of dandelions, I see a bunch of
weeds that are going to take over my yard. Kids see flowers
for Mom and blowing white fluff you can wish on.

° When I look at an old drunk and he smiles at me, I see a
smelly, dirty person who probably wants money, and I look
away. Kids see someone smiling at them, and they smile
back.

° When I hear music I love, I know I can't carry a tune and
don't have much rhythm, so I sit self-consciously and listen.
Kids feel the beat and move to it. They sing out the words,
and if they don't know them, they make up their own.

° When I feel wind on my face, I brace myself against it. I feel
it messing up my hair and pulling me back when I walk. Kids
close their eyes, spread their arms, and fly with it, until they
fall to the ground laughing.

° When I pray, I say "thee" and "thou" and "grant me this"
and "give me that." Kids say, "Hi, God! Thanks for my toys
and my friends. Please keep the bad dreams away tonight.
Sorry, I don't want to go to heaven yet. I would miss
Mommy and Daddy."

° When I see a mud puddle, T step around it. I see muddy
shoes and clothes and dirty carpets. Kids sit in it. They see
dams to build, rivers to cross, and worms to play with.

I wonder if we are given kids to teach or to learn from. No
wonder God loves the little children! Please pay attention to
Jesus’ words. He did not say that the little children should
carefully watch the disciples and do everything they do. No, he
told the disciples to CHANGE, or be converted, like little children.

Sometimes we modern-day Christians make it so complicated,
don’t we? Jesus reminds us in scripture that He came so that we
may have life and have it forever—eternally. No one can “snatch”
it away. Thank goodness. Otherwise, Jesus’ crucifixion and death
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would be meaningless. And believe it or not, there are many
modern-day religions where there is no hope beyond this life:
Philip Yancey describes a unique funeral custom conducted by
African Muslims. Close family and friends circle the casket and
quietly gaze at the corpse. No singing. No flowers. No tears. A
peppermint candy is passed to everyone. At a signal, each one
puts the candy in his or her mouth. When the candy is gone, each
participant is reminded that life for this person is over. They
believe life simply dissolves. No eternal life. No hope.

We are to be converted, Jesus tells us. Simplify your faith by
seeking God for yourself. That's our part. It's a gift—like Paul
reminds us in EPHESIANS 2:8-9 (NIV): °For it is by grace you
have been saved, through faith—and this not from
yourselves, it is the gift of God— °not by works, so that no
one can boast. No confusing ceremonies necessary. No
mysterious rituals required. No elaborate channels of command
or levels of access. You have a Bible? You can study. You have a
heart? You can pray. You have a mind? You can think.

One of my favorite stories concerns a bishop who was traveling
by ship to visit a church across the ocean. While en route, the
ship stopped at an island for a day. He went for a walk on a
beach. He came upon three fishermen mending their nets.
Curious about their trade he asked them some questions. Curious
about his ecclesiastical robes, they asked him some questions.
When they found out he was a Christian leader, they got excited.
“We Christians!” they said, proudly pointing to one another.

The bishop was impressed but cautious. Did they know the Lord’s
Prayer? They had never heard of it. “What do you say, then,
when you pray?” “We pray, ‘We are three, you are three, have
mercy on us.” ” The bishop was appalled at the primitive nature
of the prayer. “That will not do.” So he spent the day teaching
them the Lord’s Prayer. The fishermen were poor but willing
learners. And before the bishop sailed away the next day, they
could recite the prayer with no mistakes. The bishop was proud.
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On the return trip the bishop’s ship drew near the island again.
When the island came into view the bishop came to the deck and
recalled with pleasure the men he had taught and resolved to go
see them again. As he was thinking a light appeared on the
horizon near the island. It seemed to be getting nearer. As the
bishop gazed in wonder he realized the three fishermen were
walking toward him on the water. Soon all the passengers and
crew were on the deck to see the sight. When they were within
speaking distance, the fisherman cried out, “Bishop, we come
hurry to meet you.” “What is it you want?” asked the stunned
bishop. “We are so sorry. We forget lovely prayer. We say, ‘Our
Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be your name ..’ and then
we forget. Please tell us prayer again.” The bishop was
humbled. “Go back to your homes, my friends, and when you
pray say, ‘We are three, you are three, have mercy on us.” ”

Each time I spend time with my grandchildren, I learn something.
Try to put them to bed and listen to them say, “Papa, | can’t wait
to wake up!” As I think about that, I'm reminded that so often
my thoughts are just the opposite: “lI can’t wait to get home and
go to bed! Or, “Maybe | can take tomorrow off.” Don’t miss
Jesus’ point here. He wants us to be like the little children—that
simple, child-like faith.

So, seek the simple faith. Major in the majors. Focus on the
critical. Long for God. “I can’t wait to wake up,” are the words of
a child’s faith. The reason Jaxson can say them is because his
world is simple. He plays hard, he laughs much, and he leaves
the worries to his father. Can’t we do the same? That's why
Jesus came. Let’s Pray.

BILLY

GRAHAM
© 2009 R. DEAN WELCH

NOVEMBER 15, 2009

-
T -1’-‘6

LESSON #5 — NOVEMBER 15, 2009 -0- Bapustl
Church ¥




