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From Pastor Jeff

The Story Behind The Song. Mark Lowry is best known as a singer and comedian who spent more
than a decade as a regular fixture of Bill Gaither's vocal band. But years from now, when all is said and done,
perhaps Lowry's most enduring legacy will be the beantiful little song that he wrote 23 years ago as a medita-
tion for a Christmas program at his church.

In 1984, the leaders at Lowry's Nashville congregation asked him if he'd be willing to write a musical
for Advent. He gladly agreed. Inspiration came as Lowry focused his heart and mind on the wonder of Christ-
mas. "I tried to picture Mary holding the baby Jesus on the first Christmas moming and wondered what she
was thinking about that child," he says. "She knew he was special—the Virgin Birth was her first clue—but
could she ever imagine all the things that he would do while he was here?" Soon, Lowry came up with a series
of questions that he would like to ask Mary: "Did she know he would walk on water? Raise the dead? Give
sight to the blind?" Lowry decided to use the questions as a monologue to be recited between the scenes of his
musical. But the profundity of those questions lingered in his mind long after the church musical was done.

Six years later, harmonica virtuoso Buddy Greene supplied just the right music and "Mary, Did You
Know?" was complete. Since then, Lowry and Greene's tune has become a modern classic. It has been re-
corded by more than 30 different artists (besides Lowry), including Kenny Rogers, Kathleen Battle, and Reba
McEntire. "I hear from a lot of people who have sung it in the church choir for Christmas and Easter pro-
grams," says Lowry, "When I wrote it, I felt there was something special there, but I never imagined how wide
-reaching it wounld become." Maybe the words of Lowry™s song can help you to meditate on the real reason for
the Christmas season.

Mary did you know that your baby boy would some day walk on water? Mary did you know
that your baby boy would save our sons and daughters? Did you know that your baby boy has
come to make you new? This child that you've delivered, will soon deliver you.

Mary did you know that your baby boy would give sight to a blind man? Mary did you know
that your baby boy would calm a storm with his hand? Did you know that your baby boy has

walked where angels trod? And when your kiss your little baby, you have kissed the face of
God.

The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the dead will live again. The lame will leap, the dumb

will speak, the praises of the lamb-—, Mary did you know that your baby boy is Lord of all crea-

tion? Mary did you know that your baby boy would one day rule the nations? Did you know

that your baby boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb? This sleeping child you're holding is the great—I-—

- AM—,

On a personal note, thank vou so much for the wonderful time of recognition and celebra-
tion on Sunday, November 18th. The videos were most creative and the love gift and the Holy
Land trip were an incredibly generous gift from our wonderful church family! We are humbled
and overwhelmed by your love and generosity! What a jov to have the privilege of serving as
your pastor. Have a merry, jovful and blessed Christmas this year. I am rejoicing 1n our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ and the wonderful First Baptist family that He has allowed me to be a
part of!

Pastor Jefy
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Waednesdays @ 630
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..-loving children as Jesus would love them..
Matthew 19:13-15

Décember Parents” Miaht out

Frday, December 7
600-10:00pm
Let us feed and enterfain your kids while wouw have a night ouf!
Whedher if's a date night or shopping or a Cheistmas party,
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Infaris—5th gradars
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Q00 & 1030 Services This ere-hour do=s is designed fior children
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Celebrate & Build Tvaditions in DECEMBER

Children of all ages love the holiday season.
Maks deliberote plans for special family times whils kseping Christ i Chiristmas?

**Hove a birthday party for Jesus. Make it complete with coke, iee eream, and sengsl
“Re-emact the Christmas story with your family. Sive everpone a part-eves the
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Watch for more great ideas ard local hopperings for December
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