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The Call to Prepare

Throughout the Scriptures God calls His people to prepare. The Israelites were told to get ready
to leave Egypt by preparing their doorposts. A generation later Joshua told the people to prepare for the
crossing over of Jordan by sanctifying (preparing) themselves. Jesus’ story of the wise and foolish virgins
teaches that only those who are prepared get to enter the kingdom. He told His disciples to watch
and wait for His return, an obvious command to live in a constant state of spiritual preparedness.

In each of these instances obedience was the key that unlocked the future for the people of God.
Being spiritually prepared means living in a state of willful obedience. Said another way, spiritual
preparedness means developing an attitude of saying “yes” to God.

Spiritual preparedness has a clearly identifiable objective: to help the believer and the church to
realize why they exist. The Bible, beginning with God’s call to the Israelites at Sinai (Exod. 19) and
continuing with the commissioning of the new Israel (1 Pet. 2:5,9), reveals a God who is intent on creating
a people who will join Him in His redemptive mission in the world. A kingdom-minded, spiritually
prepared believer is a Christian with a clear sense of life mission. A kingdom-minded, spiritually
prepared church is a congregation with a clear sense of mission. This mission has never changed. We
(the church) are the people of God created to partner with Him in His redemptive efforts in the world.

Spiritual preparation does not come in a can, a box, or a planning module. It is not a program.
It is a quest. Intentional prayer efforts are always present for any significant level of spiritual preparation
to be achieved. These may be specially-called or ongoing. Sometimes a multi-week, multi-faceted
approach of calling the church to prayer serves as a way for God to raise the spiritual awareness of the
congregation, preparing them to hear from Him in a fresh way. When the church is hungry for God
to show Himself then 7hy Kingdom Come can prepare you for your next chapter of church ministry.

Preview the Thy Kingdom Come materials with your key leaders. Show the introduction
DVD to key leaders, church council, deacons, the entire congregation.

Secure approval to enter the process from whomever you need.
Present the 7hy Kingdom Come workshop for the congregation.

Establish a calendar for:
Thy Kingdom Come workshop.
Commissioning the futuring group.
Church member covenant.
Congregational survey.
Biblical lesson in Sunday School or small group study.

These events are usually done in the first weeks of 7hy Kingdom Come process.
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Thy Kingdom Come
Fast-Forwarding Your Church’s Future
Who should benefit from 7hy Kingdom Come? Churches and church leaders who:
Are open to God.
Are open to the future.
Are committed to being obedient to the Great Commission.
Want the church to be prepared to capture the opportunities and to meet the challenges
coming their way.
Will no longer accept business-as-usual and want to do something about it.
Are willing to build on congregational strengths.
Who will not be able to benefit from 7hy Kingdom Come? Churches and church leaders who:
Are deeply conflicted. Preparing for the future is tough to do when people are busy fighting.
Are committed to their current ministry agenda no matter what is going on around them.
Think the path to the future is by merely extending past/current ministry practice
into the future.
If you decide to engage in 7hy Kingdom Come you can expect the following results in four to six
months:
The emergence of a vision for the next chapter of your church life.
The clarification of values that will be needed to support the vision.
The establishment of results that will deliver your future to you.
The identification of strengths you can build on.
The permission and blessing of your congregation to proceed.
The arrangements for accountability to monitor progress.

Being prepared for God’s future means that you will have become captured by God’s heart for you.
This discovery of and response to the heart of God is the key spiritual dynamic that permeates these
materials. By the time you finish 7hy Kingdom Come you will have fastforwarded your church’s

future.

Now . . . what? That is up to you.

Characteristics of the Thy Kingdom Come Process

Spiritual/Theological Base. Strengths Sensitive.
Future Oriented. Integrated Systems Approach.
Church Friendly. Non-Consultant Dependent.

Kingdom Biased. Simple.
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The congregation should participate in the “congregational workshop.” This workshop will take about an
hour and a half. A workbook is available to serve as a listening guide.

It is recommended that an outside consultant comes and leads the workshop.

The more members of the church involved in this workshop the greater the understanding of the process
and acceptance of the end report.

During the workshop the congregation will gain insight into:
The need for Spiritual Preparation for kingdom work.
How Vision and Values translates into kingdom work.

How God desires results and uses the strengths of the congregation to see kingdom
work become a reality.
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Thy Kingdom Come
Congregational Strengths/Value Assessment

In addition to asking church members to sign the Church Member Covenant, they also become
very involved in the 7hy Kingdom Come process by taking part in an exercise that will reveal the
strengths and values as perceived by members of the congregation.

Determine the best time to capture the responses from the most people. Many churches adjust their
worship times to allow for those in attendance to participate. Your 7hy Kingdom Come provider will
assist you in determining the best way to tabulate the data from the respondents and, from that
determination, will provide instruction and materials for the specific assessment tool to be used.

Sample Format - 32 Questions

=
H r-H Thy Kingdom Come: marso

Draft Congregational Strengths & Values Assessment
Sample Baptist Church
Sample Association
3 This congregation This congregation
»To be completed by hlgh school students SHOULD help me CURRENTLY helps me
and older. %: with this... with this...

< Use either pen or pencil. % NOT NOT

Shade circles like this: @ AT VERY AT VERY

Not like this: w7 - AiL Mi(:H AIL MiCH

- 1. Meet God in my worship experience at our church, QOGO fojefolo)o;

2. Have one or more persens at our church
who are intentionally challenging me in my fojo}eiolko] DEBOE
spiritual growth.

3. learn to have conversations with unbelievers
about who Jesus is and the relationship that | have jojolelolo] tojolotofo]
with Him.

4. Increase the percentage of my income given to .
this church. DoQoE tofelojolo.

5. Use my spiritual gifts in Christian service. DOBOE lofolololo]
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190 Stoneridge Drive PY
Columbia, SC 29210 0 d F H
B03.765.0030 xt 4000 or 4020 raér r'orm/invoice
Ship To: ‘ v ’
Please Print
Name:
Church:
Address:
City:
State: Zip Code:
Phone Number: ( )
E-mail:
Cost
Quaniity SR SC Churchor | Al Others Tod
Partnering State
Pastor’s Package (2 notebooks, coaching DVD, and one $49.00 $99.00
workbook)
Additional Notebooks (available when pastor’s package is $10.00 $12.00
purchased)
Workshop Workbook $1.00 $1.00
Value Assessment Survey - Customized for your church $12 per 100 $12 per 100
O Standard Survey  QSelf-scoring Survey
Subtota{
Out of Stat.
Shippin
Do Not T
Shipping will
Q Bill the church Q Check is enclosed For Office Use Only:
Order taken by:
Make check payable to: South Carolina Baptist Convention. Order filled by:
Mail check to: Congregational Spiritual Development Team, 190 Stoneridge Date product shipped:
Drive, Columbia SC 29210. Date payment received:
: Amount time-honored:
The Values Assessment Survey will be customized with your church name and Payment method:
printed to order. Please allow two weeks to receive survey.

Mail or fax to: Dianne Cockrell, SC Baptist Convention, 190 Stoneridge Dr., Columbia, SC 29210
Fax: 803.799.1044



