CATCH-UPTIME

by Robert Smns
(€] (0] = 1c] = Businesgman, dder than Steve
Y I =AY =T Businessman
MIRANDA ..ot seemm e aa e Businessvoman
0] =] = = N Friend d Miranda
JOHN e Regular customer
TERESA....iiii i oo ee ettt eeme e e e e e e Regular customer
FAY E i Waitress

The sceneisa dner. The customers facethe audenceat a courter, which
can ke simulated using crates and boads. From STAGE LEFT to RIGHT the
customers are GEORGE, STEVE, MIRANDA, ROBERTA, JOHN, and TERESA.
Theyall have offee. Fayeisbusy RIGHT, at any one of several waitress
duties that can ke mimed or sketchily blocked withou distracting the
audence
As the dialogue unfolds, each customer manages to pronourcethe words
“catch ug’ inthe midst of conversation. Every time the words are spoken,
FAYE grabs a batle of ketchupfrom a stock andbringsit to the person
who spoke Asthe mnversation continues, the bottles mourt up.

GEORGE: (Reading rewspaper) Says here that plant ain’t gonra dose after all.
STEVE: How' s that?

GEORGE: It's gonna cancd ashift aweek for two weeks every four months.
STEVE: That'll put ‘em in the blad.

GEORGE: Yeah, bu it will put their employeesin the red. How are they going to
catch up onall that lost pay?

STEVE: Yeéh, redly. | got friends over there.

FAYE: Here yago. (Puts ketchupin front of GEORGE. He looks confused, because
he hadrit asked for it. He places the kechupto hisleft, ou of hisway.)
MIRANDA: Hey, Steve, how do you like your new post?

STEVE: The pay isgood,the jobis good,the hous stink.

MIRANDA: A pricefor everything.

STEVE: Inthis case, my freetime istaking the hit. | have to plan some serious
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weekends to catch up onmy long irons.

MIRANDA: Send your wife over when you go. We'll go shopwith all that extra
money you're making.

FAYE: Here's your ketchup. (Puts ketchupin front of Steve, who gcksup the
battle, looks quizacally at GEORGE, then pusit down ou of hisway to hisleft,
away from MIRANDA, who has nat naticed the ewent. FAYE call s to kitchen) Order
up! (She goesto take JOHN' s order.)

ROBERTA: I'll go shoppng with you anytime. Aslong as you huy!

MIRANDA: You par dea. | told you when you qgoened that shopit was going to
put youin rags.

ROBERTA: It's not funny.

MIRANDA: I'm sorry, Roberta—isit redly that bad?

ROBERTA: Things are definitely slow, but | expect to catch up over Christmas.
MIRANDA: | can't suppat your shoppng habit, but | can buy you lunch—want to
go tomorrow? (looks back at her coffeeand desn’'t seeFAYE put ketchupin front
of ROBERTA.)

FAYE: One ketchup. (Sets ketchupin front of ROBERTA, who daesn’t want it and
moves it to her right. FAYE call s to kitchen) Order eggs over easy!

JOHN: Andtoast. (He picks up a rewdletter from a stack of mail and keginsto
readit.)

FAYE: (Pouring JOHN coffee) Better move that mail before it gets wet.(She walks
off R. agan)

JOHN: (To TERESA, reading from the newsl etter. We seethe front page, which has
the large bald headine, “ Catch-Up Sundg’ onit.) Says here the church is going
to take an extra offering at the end d the month.

TERESA: What kind d offering?

JOHN: They call it Catch Up Sunday. When they try to make up for snow

cancell ations and tornados and stuff.

TERESA: Does that work?

FAYE: Here yago. (Gives JOHN a bdtle of ketchup. He looks at her, shrugs,
moves ketchup df to his right.)

JOHN: Sure. Last year we got probably—I dont know, abou one week's worth o
more.

TERESA: | must have joined after that; | dorit remember it. Why dorit they just, |
dont know, dolessand go orf?

JOHN: If you missed a payched, wouldn't you want to make it up?

TERESA: Well, yeeh, I'd want to catch up. But isit the same thing with church? |
mean, dorit they have alot of money stashed away?
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FAYE: Here's your ketchup. (Puts ketchupin front of TEREsA. Stelooks at it, at
FAVE, at it, andshakes her headin confusion.)

JOHN: Churches have billsjust like you. They budget just like you a your
business When they missa Sunday, it aff ects everything from office supdiesto
missonaries.

TERESA: | didnt think o it that way.

JOHN: Most people dorit.

MIRANDA: (She hasreceived her order andlooks aroundvaguely but not very
thorougHy before speaking.) Hey, does anybody have any ketchup?

GEORGE, STEVE, ROBERTA, JOHN, and TERESA: (asthey pick up their ketchup
battles and had them out toward Mirandg Ketchup (pronouwncing the word more
like“ catch up” Mirandalooks gunred, as $e slowly turns her head andshifts
her eyes left andright. All freeze a few secnds.)

END



