Passng the Baton

by Robert Simms
CAST
RUNNET ..o A man about 25
Bystander L.......cccoovoiiiiiiiiiiiiiieeeeeee e A woman about 20
Bystander 2........cccoeeveeviiieenieeeieeeen A woman about 20 or a teen

A man in a running suit holding a baton stands looking around aimlessly.
Two bystanders standing nearby observe him curiously.

Bystander 1. What are you doing?

Runner. I m not sure.

Bystander 2. What s that in your hand?

Runner. Some man just came by and handed it to me. He ran off over there and
stopped. I don t know exactly what it is.

Bystander 1. Aren t you in the race?

Runner. I guess so. I ve got these clothes on (gestures to his running outfit).

Bystander 2. Isn t this the Olympics?

Runner. Yeah. I trained for it.

Bystander 1. Aren t you supposed to run, or something?

Runner. I guess so.

Bystander 1. Well, when do you start?

Runner. I think there s supposed to be a starter gun.

Bystander 2. I think that happened a long time ago.

Runner. Did it?

Bystander 2. I think so, yes. I m sure I heard it.

Runner. Well, tell me what do you think I m supposed to do?

Bystander 1. Don t you know?

Runner. I think I m supposed to run, at some point.

Bystander 1. Well, I don t mean to tell you your business or anything, but I think
you re supposed to take that thing and run with it.

Runner. You do?

Bystander 1. Yeah. I think it s a baton.

Runner. What s a baton?

Bystander 2. It s just a stick. But I think you take it and run with it.

Runner. Run with it?

Bystander 2. You run and then you give it to the next person.

Runner. What next person?

Bystander 2. The next person you come to. After you run a while.

Runner. How long do I have to run?

Bystander 2. I don t know. How long did they tell you?

Runner. I don t know exactly. Do I have to run?



Bystander 1. Well if you dort, youll never reach the next person.

Runrer. Why is that important?

Bystander 1. If you dort run and then hand off the baton, | dorit think you can
finish therace

Runrer. Can't | just stand here and wait for someoneto take it from me?

Bystander 1. | think you have to run. | don't think anyone will come dong to take
it from you.

Runrer. Oh. | thought | could just had it awhile until somebody cameto relieve
me of it.

Bystander 2. | dont beli eve that's the way it works. Y ou have to run some
yourself. If | recdl correctly, that's the way it works. You have to doyour part
or your partners can't compl ete the race.

Runrer. Oh. What if somebody else ran my part?

Bystander 2. Nobady elseisassgned your part. Y ou runfrom here to the next
place—out there somewhere—and then somebody el se takes the baton and
runs from there.

Runrer. Maybe they'll come bad hereto look for me, instead of my runnng out
there to look for them.

Bystander 1. Uh, well, again, | don't want to tell you your business bu | don't
think they're going to come badk here. Y ou have to catch upto them.

Runrer. Catch up?

Bystander 2. Yeah. You haveto runto catch upwith them, and they runto cach
up with the next runrer, and so on.The last person crosses the finish line, and
the whoe team finishes the race.

Runrer. | see So | haveto cach upto them.

Bystander 2. Isthere an echo ou here?

Runrer. What if | don't catch ug?

Bystander 1. Then youlose. Your misgonisto run.

Runrer. | certainly dont want to lose.

Bystander 1. Then youd better catch up.

Runrer. Yeah, | guess ®. Thanks. (Heruns off.)

Bystander 1. (to Bystander 2) Youd think he would know what to do.

Bystander 2. Y eah, youd think.

(Optiond last line by wice)
Voice Misdonsisarace Givingisan vita part of that race. Everyone must do
his part. If we don't catch up, dhers can't run, and the church, as ateam, can't
win. Let's cach up.
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